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MISCE ELE &wvy. ‘tive safety, as the natives there would have been too 


well aware of the value of commerce to risk the dan- 
VOYAGE OF DISCOVERIES TO THE MO- ger of putting a stop to it by an action likely to draw 
LUCCAS ISLANDS. upon them the vengeance of a powerful people. 


, es ; From M. Kolff’s voyage having been undertaken so 

——- of a ee OS of Jae, Seonge Oe soon after our occupation of Melville Island, there is 
oo sey i i pvign. arta & ad anne Hy” uthe yn Some reason to believe that the formation of that set- 
Coast of New ge Eigen ne ete aa os tlement had considerable influence in inducing the 


: | Dutch government suddenly to take a deep interest 
_ oo a hen g nse age toad in the islands adjacent to it, which had been almost 


; totally neglected for half a century previously.” 
Ye gp aaa 7 pi ay vi by yo poh The jealousy of England is indeed sufficiently evi- 
kt 1840. Madden & Co. , dent in several portions of Kolff’s journal; where the 


, d si et lain seaman”’ lets out a little of the diplomatist. 
Though a dozen of years have elapsed since these | Thas every island is represented as most anxious for 
voyages were performed, they possess considerable ¢h¢ restoration of Dutch rule, and at one of the Ten- 
interest for the geographer, the merchant, and the imber Islands we are told— ; 

eneral reader. ‘They notice lands very imperfectly | : F 


ue hipaa gh aergque dd **On making inquiries concerning the trading ves- 
nown, tiey a au sources & ae = ~ sels which came here, I learned, among other things, 
sought; and t 


rey disclose the views of the Dutch that during the previous year a vessel under the Eng- 


government in these parts: while, at the same time, ']i.h flag had arrived at the east extremity of Timor- 
they convey various intelligence of a new and curious | | = 


} . . F 
character. Lieutenant Kolif was sent by the King of | aut, the master of which sent his boat on shore to 


_s 3 purchase provisions, giving out that he had been ne- 
rainy a saree Pig sagan eto sl cachg 2 ‘cessitated to visit the place from a great mortality and 


e . - ‘sickness having occurred among his crew. In how 
— "ig = sesee Lge See. See Eos far this was the case, I will leave to the judgment of 


; coal ackatiiad at those who are aware of the artifices of the English, 
pip tay oe gy the commercial and colonial energies in order to carry on a smuggling trade in these parts ;* 
"The ramerous islands,” says the translator’s pre- and above all, to import prohibited goods, such as 
face “lying between the Moluccas and the northern 8" "Powder and ammunition. Thus was the brig, in 
coasts of Australia, have hitherto been very little | B22: (dakleijen,) loaded only with roofing slates 


; , and iron, but in fact she had a large number of mus- 
known to the world ; indeed, we cannot discover that | kets swords, and other weapons on board. The cap- 
any account of them has yet been made public, with | { * 


- ; ; ,. | tain agreed with the natives to give weapons in ex- 
the exception of some observations in Valentyn’s change for stock, and went on shore with half his 
‘Oude en Nieuw Oost Indien,’ a work published in| -,.w° which consisted of ten Europeans. In the 
Holland more than a century ago; we are therefore | moan time the natives considered this to be a fine 
induced to offer a few particulars concerning their | 


: - : st |opportunity to overpower those who 1emained on 
early history, as an introduction to M. Kolif’s narra- |} ard, and gain possession of the vessel. They there- 
tive. We cannot discover that these islands were 


ever visited by Europeans previous to 1636, in which | ee Sane Ne RSC, Se. Eee RON 


year Pieter Pieterson, a Dutch navigator, touched at | murdered the people in her, while at the same time 
> 5 > : | 


; ; ene th those on shore were made away with, with the excep- 
the sere er oe an Fey whic Tha _ —- | tion of two boys, who owed their preservation to the 
ROFEREER CORSE OF A. UTA, WeNe ‘interposition of the women. After this crime had 


ered thirty years previously by a small Dutch vessel, | : a 
called the Duyfhen. Six years subsequently the’ been committed, they hauled the brig on shore, strip 


Arrn group was again visited by Corsten, when seve- = her of all they could carry away, and burned her. 


: h in- 
ral of the native chiefs were induced to acknowledge hr arc a of a a 
the supremacy of the Dutch East India Company, ' : 


<p : visited them, the remainder being kept, and now per- 
peer ke one aang ky panier ep ya haps, serving as finery for the inhabitants of the east 


. 3 | coast of Timor-laut. One of the village chiefs stated 
banks, the produce of which the Dutch conveyed to \to me, on this occasion, that he had himself seen the 
Japan, and there found a ready market and a lucra-| chain cable of the brig hanging around the village, 
nary 56 SO greek pe ae “ith the | 284 that two iron carronades which had belonged to 
ee. wee es r = — st a seep ag Ww . sane | her lay pew! 7“ ~~ ground, a Ear yet 
> fog f 

convenient mart for their produce, that a British set- : y The English, davion: thar shact pensetsion of the 
tlement was formed on Melville Island, near the coast) Moluccas, sent a British flag to the people of Watidal, 
cane BP by Pp Sapeel ene ga abnoame | who had preserved it well, but without making any 

reac ype “ia “ia ra gga tens ct fal sequent'y | other nation than the Dutch their allies. Their ideas 
nog wipe as waged 2 pee ee eee rag of the different European nations are very singular. 
in ene islands than to any other cause. Twosmall | bey “trom aerate es ae gerbes tom a 
vessels successively were sent among them by the | peoples aod that they sive casa Be with other 
authorities of Metville Island, neither of which re-| Bsepnens. They asked me if the English were not 


turned. It will be seen by M. Kolff’s narrative that, | the inland mountaineers, or Orang Gunung, like the 
unhappily, both these vessels directed their course to | 
parts previously unvisited by foreigners, and that the | —*« Jy ¢ Marsden’s Malayan Grammar,’ among the let- 
natives, unable to resist the temptation of acquiring | ters given in the Appendix, will be found a remarkable 
more valuable property than they had ever before | example of these English tricks. An English captain 
contemplated, attacked and plundered them, killing came to the King of Tainganu, with a pretended letter 
the greater portion of their crews. Had they visite te recommendation from the governor-general of India; 
the parts of these islands which were frequented by | asked permission to enter the river to repair, and smug- 
the traders, they might have done so with compara- gled several chests of opium en shore !” 
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— a 
inhabitants of Timor-laut, and other barbarous peo-! small piece of cloth, generally of Macassar sarong 
le.” \staff, hangs down in front, a square piece of fine mat- 

But we will leave this topic to afford our readers |ting depending in like manner from behind: these 
some insight into the more satisfactory accounts of} forming their sole covering. The numerous strings 


remarkable native manners and habits in the Serwat- 
ty,t Arru, Tenimber, Ceram-laut, and Goram islands, 
in the Molucca and Java seas. But first a natural 
phenomenon: 





of coral beads which they wear around the neck, hang 
down upon the breast, and are triced up to each ear, 
which = by no means an ungraceful appearance. 
The entire lobe of the ear is pierced with numerous 


“For two nights since the waters of the sea had | holes, through which are drawn pieces of copper and 
had a curious white appearance, which at first excited | tin, and sometimes a species of marine plant, this 
little notice, but on the night of the 13th, as the breeze | last being also often used as armlets. Under the knee 
freshened from the east-south-east, this peculiar ap-|and above the elbow they wear bands of fine plaited 
pearance inereased until the sea possessed the color| cane, through which they often draw the leaves of a 


of milk. This phenomenon was accompanied b 
thick drizzling rain, so that by ten o’clock, P. M. 
nothing was visible but the dismal brightness of the | 
waters around us. On board the brig the atmosphere | 
was so dark that we could not distinguish each other | 
at a distance of three paces, and never having seen a 
like phenomenon, we were not a little surprised. The | 
wind continued to blow strongly until two o’clock, | 
A.M. when the atmosphere began to clear up, so} 
that at length we began to recognise one sncener'e| 
countenances. The strange appearance of the water 
continued until the break of day, and even afterwards 
it continued white and troubled. During the night, 
and also on the subsequent day, I took up some of the 
water in a clean glass, that I might examine it with a 
microscope; but I found it to be entirely free from 
dirt and animalcule, though it still retained a clear, 
sparkling whiteness. On several subsequent occa- 
sions, especially during the night, we remarked a 
similar appearance, but not to so great an extent as 
on the one above mentioned; I am therefore led to 
suppose that the strength of the wind materially con- 
tributed to it. The pilots, who had been acquainted 
with these seas for several years, informed me that 
they had never previously witnessed this appearance 
to so great an extent as at present; which may per- 
haps be owing to their never performing their voya- 
es when the monsoon is blowing its full strength. 
«The Arafuras (the aboriginal inhabitants of the 
Arru Islands) form a numerous body of people. 
They are not, as is generally supposed, entirely unci- 
vilized, since they live in villages containing ten or 
twelve houses each, under the control of their elders. 
Their food consists chiefly of fish and hogs, which 
they shoot with iron-pointed arrows. They also grow 
excellent vegetables, Indian corn, labu, (a sort of 
pumpkin, resembling the turnip in flavor, ) sugar-cane, 
together with a little red and white rice, Their cloth- 
ing is not more costly than their food. The men wear a 
strip of white, blue, or colored calico around the waist, 
one end being brought between the legs, and fastened 
on one side with a Knot ; and adorn themselves with 
armlets made “from white shells, with small pieces of 
brass wire in four or five holes, pierced above one 
another in the ears, and with beads around the neck. 
The hair is usually black, and strongly curled. As I 
have remarked elsewhere, they wash it with ash or 
lime water, which imparts to it a lightish color, and 
causes it to apyear rough; both these peculiarities 
being considered very tasteful by the Arafuras, and 
also by the Papuas (the inhabitants of the coasts of 
New Guinea.) Some of these, who have very lon 
hair, twist it up into a knot at the back of the head, 
confining it by means of a bamboo comb. Nearly all 
their head-dresses are adorned by some strings of 
coral beads, extending from both ears, and meeting 
over their forehead. They always carry a chopping 
knife thrust through their waist-cloth. The women 
wear a chain-girdle, made of thick brass wire, around 
the waist, the ends fastened by a hook, from which a 





+ This group is named in our charts the Serwatty 
Islands, probably a native corruption of the Dutch term 
© Zuid-wester’ (Southwestern.) As this name has lon 
been recognised, we have centinued it here to oneal 
eenfusion.—-Trans.” 





certain plant. The hair of the women is very long 
and fine, and in general but slightly curled. They 
plait it in different sections, and twist the whole u 
into a knot on the top of the head. Their color is 
black, or transparent brown (doorschijnend bruin.) 
Among the Araiuras the greater portion of the labor 
is performed by the women; they carry water, cut 
wood, cure trepang, catch the crabs and shell-fish, 
and prepare the meals, samy ioe their young children 
at their back while pursuing their avocations.” 

One of Kolff’s officers, who had formerly been 
among these islanders, gave his commander the fol- 
lowing aceount of them: 

A though,” says he, “I found ina house at Old 
Affara (a village on Vorkay, one of the southernmost 
of the Arrus) an image rudely formed of wood, toge- 
ther with a post on which diiferent figures, such as 
snakes, lizards, crockodiles, and human forms, were 
carved, and which the owner stated to be intended 
for preserving the house from evil spirits, (swangi,) 
yet it is evident that the Arafuras of Vorkay possess- 
ed no religion whatsoever. There are no sacred 
groves or similar places on the island. They cer- 
tainly hold a feast at the time in which they have 
perceived that the Christians of Wama hold one also, 
namely, at the commencement of the year, when 
they, in imitation of the Christians, celebrate the ad- 
vent of the new year by arraying themselves in their 
best clothes, and drinking a considerable quantity of 
arrack. Of the immortality of the soul they have not 
the least conception. To all my inquiries on this 
subject they answered, ‘No Arafura has ever return- 
ed to us after death, therefore we know nothing of a 
future state, and this is the first time we have heard 
of it.” Their idea was, Mali, Mati sudah (when you 
are dead there is an end of you.) Neither have they 
any notion of the creation of the world. They only 
answered, ‘none of us are aware of this; we have 
never heard any thing about it, and therefore do not 
know who has done it all.”. To convince myself more 
fully rie torn: their want of knowledge of a Supreme 
Being, § demanded of them on whom they called for 
help in their need, when, far from their homes, en- 
gaged in the trepang fishery, their vessels were over- 
taken by violent tempests, and no human power could 
save them, their wives and their children from des- 
truction. The eldest among them, after having con- 
sulted the others, answered that they knew not on 
whom they could call for assistance, but begged of 
me, if I knew, to be so good as to inform them. I 
was at length tired of asking questions, and did m 


g|best to give them a notion of the creation of the 


world, and of a future state. I remarked to them 
how wonderful it was that a small grain of seed 
sprang up into a spreading tree; that the different 
sorts never mixed ; that every thing that surrounded 
us was in a constantly progressive state of creation 
and decay; and that all these things could never 
have taken place but for the superintendence of an 
all-wise Providence. The Arafuras nodded their 
heads, to show that my words appeared to have much 
truth in them. At length one PP them, who had lis- 
tened with particular attention, demanded of me 
where this all-ruling being took up its abode. I an- 


swered that the Deity was present every where, not 
only among us, but in every plant that, through his 
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oodness and power, he has furnished us for our food.| upon the battle-field in possession of the Americans, 
This idea was too abstruse for the Arafuras; for one|the enemy retreating, and their dead and wounded 
of them answered, ‘ Then this God is certainly in our | left as trophies to the victors. Such were the memo- 
arrack, for I never feel happier than when I have|rable instances in which Washington, with troops 


drunk plenty of it.’ 
This certainly was worshipping in the spirit, if not 
in the truth. 





From the National Intelligencer. 
BATTLE OF MONMOUTH—JUNE 28, 1778. 
From the Custis Recollections and Private Memoirs of 
the life and character of Washington. 





The Commander-in-Chief (Washington) having 
completed his arrangements for bringing the enemy 
to a general action, proceeded slowly towards Mon- 
mouth court-house early on the morning of the 28th 
of June, 1778. 

In the council of war, there were but two voices 
for risking a general engagement, Cadwallader, a 
gallant fellow, and devoted in his attachment to the 
Chief, and Anthony Wayne, who always said aye, 
when fighting was to be had on any terms. 

Washington certainly assumed a great responsi- 
bility in risking an engagement contrary to the opin- 
ions of a large majority of his Generals, and notwith- 
standing the vast disparity of his forces, when com- 
pared with those of his adversary—the disparity 
consisting more in the material of which the respec- 
tive armies was composed, than in their numerical 
estimates. But it is to be remembered that the two 
principal actions of the grand army, in the we 
campaign, though bravely contested, had resulte 
unfortunately. Since the close of the campaign of 
°77, an alliance had been formed with France, whose 
fleets and armies were hourly expected on our coast, 
while the demands of the people, and those often 
loudly expressed, were for battles. Urged by these 
considerations, the American Chief determined, hap- 
pen what would, to fight Sir Henry Clinton, so that 

e should not evacuate Philadelphia and reach his 
stronghold in New York, unscathed. Crossing the 
Delaware, the American approached his formidable 
foe, who, trusting in his superiority of numbers, dis- 
cipline, and appointment, was leisurely wending his 
way toward Staten Island, the place of embarkation 
for New York. 

As a soldier, Washington was by nature the very 
soul of enterprise ; but, fortunately for his fame and 
for his country, this daring spirit was tempered by a 
judgment and prudence the most happy in their char- 
acter and effects. And yet an illust:ious patriot and 
statesman of the revolution, and most accomplished 
writer (Mr. Jefferson) has said that the Pater Patrie 
was rather the Fabius than the Marcellus of war, his 
extreme caution fitting him better for the cool and me- 
thodical operations of sieges than for the daring strateg 
of surprise or the close and stubborn conflict of the field. 
Never was there such a misconception of a great sol- 
dier’s attributes. Did not this modern Fabius, in 
the very depth of winter, and after overcoming migh- 
ty obstacles, surprise his enemy at Trenton, and recal 
Victory to his standard, when Hope was almost sink- 
ing in despair? Did he not, by a masterly maneuvre 
and midnight march, surprise his enemy in Princeton 
and add yet another laurel to the one acquired by the 
capture of the Hessians? Did he not, with an army 
hastily raised, and defeated at Brandywine, in twenty- 
three days thereafter surprise the enemy at German- 
town? And, though victory was denied him by a 
force of circumstances no human power could have 
controlled, yet the toldness of the enterprise, and the 
success attending it in the outset, produced such a 


newly raised, and badly provided with every neces- 
sary of war, struck at his veteran and well appointed 
foe when least expected, producing the happiest influ- 
ences upon the American cause, both at home and 
abroad ; for it is perfectly well known that the battle 
of Germantown decided the ministry of France to 
form the alliance that so materially contributed to the 
conclusion of the war and the consummation of our 
independence. 

As the Commander-in-Chief, accompanied by a 
numerous suite, approached the vicinity of Monmouth 
court-house, he was met by a little fifer boy, who 
archly observed, They are all coming this way, your 
honor. Who are ——e my little man? asked Gen- 
eral Knox. Why our boys, your honor, our boys, 
and the British right after them, replied the little mu- 
sician. Impossible, exclaimed Washington. And 
giving the spur to his charger, proceeded at full gal- 
lop to an eminence a short distance ahead. There, 
to his extreme pain and mortification, it was discov- 
ered that the bay’ intelligence was but too true. 
The very elite of the American army, five thousand 
picked officers and men, were in full retreat, closely 
pursued by the enemy. The first inquiry ef the 
Chief was for Major General Lee, who commanded 
the advance, and who soon appeared, when a warm 
conversation ensued, that ended by the major general 
being ordered to the rear. During this interview, an 
incident of rare and chivalric interest occurred. Lieut. 
Col. Hamilton, aid to the General-in-Chief, leaped 
from his horse, and drawing his sword, addressed the 
General with, we are betrayed; your excellency 
and this army are betrayed; and the moment has 
arrived when every true friend of America and her 
cause must be ready to die in their defence. Washing- 
ton, charmed with the generous enthusiasm of his 
favorite aid, yet deeming the same ill-timed, pointing 
to the Colonel’s horse that was cropping the herbage, 
unconscious of the great scene enacting around him, 
calmly observed, Colonel Hamilton, you will take 
your Corns: 

The General-in-Chief now set himself in earnest 
about restoring the fortunes of the day. He ordered 
Col. Stewart and Lieut. Col. Ramsay, with their regi- 
ments, to check the advance of the enemy, which 
service was gallantly performed; while the General, 
in person, proceeded to form his second line. He 
rode, on the morning of the 28th of June, and for 
that time only during the war, a white charger, that 
had been presented to him. From the overpowerin 
heat of the day, and the deep and sandy nature of the 
soil, the spirited horse sank under his rider, and ex- 
pired on the spot. The chief was instantly remounted 
upon a chestnut blood mare, with a flowing mane and 
tail. It was upon this beautiful animal, covered with 
foam, that the American General flew along the line, 
cheering the soldiers in the familiar and endearing 
language ever used by the officer to the soldier of the 
revolution, of ‘‘ Stand fast, my boys, and receive your 
enemy, the southern troops are advancing to support 
ye.” The person of Washington, always graceful, 
dignified, and commanding, showed to peculiar advan- 
tage when mounted; it exhibited, indeed, the very 
beau ideal of a perfect cavalier. The good Lafayette, 
during his last visit to America, delighted to discourse 
of the “times that tried men’s souls.” From that 
venerated friend of our country we derived a most 
graphic description of Washington and the field of 
battle. Lafayette said: At Monmouth I commanded 
a division, and it may be supposed, was pretty well 








confidence abroad in our courage and resources as to 
lead to our alliance with a powerful nation. Did he: 
not surprise the enemy at Monmouth? And although 
untoward events served to cripple the operations of 
the early part of the day, yet th 








occupied ; still I took time, amid the roar and confu- 
sion of the conflict, to admire our beloved Chief, who, 
mounted on a splendid charger, rode along the ranks 
amid the shouts of the soldiers, cheering them by his 


e setting sun shone voice and example, and restoring to our standard the 
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fortunes of the fight. 1 thought then, as now, con- 
tinued the good Lafayette, that never had I beheld so 
superb a man. 

Among the incidents of this memorable day may 


be considered, on the part of the British, the death of 


the Hon. Colonel Monckton, a brother of Earl Gal- 
way. It is said this gallant and accomplished officer 
h atly injured his fortune by the dissipations 
incident to a long sojourn in city quarters, and that 
in consequence, he exposed himseli recklessly on the 
28th of June. He was much regretted in the British 
army. 

On the part of the Americans, the fate of the young 
and brave Captain Fauntleroy, of the Virginia line, 
was remarkable. He was on horseback, at a well 
near a farm-house, waiving his turn, while the fainting 
soldiers, consumed by a thirst arising from their exer- 
tions on the hottest day Se gee ever to have oceur- 
red in America, were rushing, with frantic cries, to 
the well, imploring for water. The captain, with the 
point of his sword resting on his boot, his arm leaning 
on the pommel, continued to waive his turn, whena 
cannon-shot, bounding down the lane that led to the 
farm-house, struck the unfortunate officer near the hip, 
and hurled him to the ground a lifeless corpse. The 
lamented Fauntleroy was descended from one of the 
old and highly respected families of Virginia. Leav- 
ing the comforts of home and the delights of a large 
circle of friends, this gallant young soldier repaired to 
the standard of his country early in the campaign of 
°76. He was highly respected in his grade, and his 
untimely fate was deeply mourned in the American 


army. 

Heedless of the remonstrances and entreaties of his 
officers, the Commander-in-Chief exposed his person 
to every danger throughout the action of the 28th of 
June. 

The night before the battle of Monmouth, a party 
of the general officers assembled, and resolved upon a 
memorial to the Chief, praying that he would not ex- 

e his person in the approaching conflict. His high 
and chivalric daring and contempt for danger at the 
battle of Princeton, and again at Germantown, where 
his officers seized the bridle of his horse, made his 
friends the more anxious for the preservation of a life 
so dear to all and so truly important to the success of 
the common cause. It was determined that the me- 
morial should be presented by Dr. Craik, the com- 

anion in arms of Col. Washington in the war of ’55 ; 

ut Craik at once assured the memorialists that, while 
their petition would be received as a proof of their af- 
fectionate regard for their General’s safety, it would 
not weigh a feather in preventing the exposure of his 
person, should the day go against them, and the pre- 
sence of the Chief become important at the post of 
danger. Dr. Craik then related the romantic and im- 
posing incident of the old Indian’s prophecy, as it oc- 
Coal on the banks of the Ohio in 1770, observing 
that, bred, as he himself was, in the rigid discipline of 
the Kirk of Scotland, he possessed as little supersti- 
tion as any one, but really there was a something in 
the air and manner of an old savage chief delivering 
his oracle amid the depths of the forest, that time or 
circumstance would never erase from his memory, 
and that he believed with the a prophet of the 
wilderness, that their beloved Washington was the 


spirit-protected being described by the savage, that| 


the enemy could not kill him, and that while he lived 
the glorious cause of American Independence would 
never die. 

On the following day, while the Commander-in- 
Chief, attended by his officers, was reconnoitring the 
enemy from an elevated part of the field, a round shot 
from the British artillery struck but a little way from 
his horse’s feet, throwing up the earth over his person, 
and then bounding harmlessly away. The Baron 
Steuben, shrugging up his shoulders, exclaimed “ Dat 
wash very neer,” while Dr. Craik, pleased with this 
imstanee of faith in the Indian’s prophecy, nodded to 





the officers who composed the party of the preceding 
evening, and then, pointing to Heaven, seemed to 
say, in the words of the savage prophet, ‘‘ The Great 
Spirit protects him ; he cannot die in battle.” 

A ludicrous occurrence varied the incidents of the 
28th of June. The servants of the general officers 
were usually well armed and mounted. Will Lee, or 
Billy the former huntsman, and favorite body servant 
of the Chief, a square muscular figure, and capital 
horseman, paraded a corps of valets, and, riding pom- 
pously at their head, proceeded to an eminence crown- 
ed by a large sycamore tree, from whence could be 
seen an extensive portion of the field of battle. Here 
Billy halted, and, having unsiung the large telescope 
that he always carried in a leathern case, with a mar- 
tial air applied it to his eye, and reconnoitred the 
enemy. Washington having observed the mancuvres 
of the corps of valets, poinied them out to his officers, 
observing, ‘‘ See those fellows collecting on yonder 
height; the enemy will fire on them to a certainty.” 
Meanwhile the British were nct unmindful of the as- 
semblage on the height, and perceiving a burly figure 
well mounted, and with a telescope in hand, they de- 
termined to pay their respects to the group. A shot 
from a six-pounder passed through the tree, cutting 
away the limbs, and producing a scampering among 
the corps of valets, that caused even the grave coun- 
tenance of the General-in-Chief to relax into a smile. 

Nor must we omit, among our incidents of the battle 
of Monmouth, to mention the achievement of the famed 
Capt. Molly, a nom de guerre given to the wife of a 
matross in Proctor’s artillery. 

At one of the guns of Proctor’s battery, six men had 
been killed or wounded. It was deemed an unluck 
gun, and murmurs arose that it should be drawn bac 
and abandoned. At this juncture, while Capt. Molly 
was serving some water for the refreshment of the 
men, her husband received a shot in the head, and fell 
lifeless under the wheels of the piece. The heroine 
threw down the pail of water, crying to her dead con- 
sort, ‘lie there my darling while I revenge ye,” grasp- 
ed the ramrod the lifeless hand of the poor fellow had 
just relinquished, sent home the charge, and called to 
the matrosses to prime and fire. It was done. Then 
entering the sponge into the smoking muzzle of the 
cannon, the heroine performed to admiration the du- 
ties of the most expert artilleryinan, while loud shouts 
from the soldiers rang along the line, the doomed gun 
was no longer deemed unlucky, and the fire of the 
battery became more vivid than ever. The amazonian 
fair one kept to her post till night closed the action, 
when she was introduced to General Greene, who 
complimenting her upon her courage and conduct, the 
next morning presented her to the Commander-in- 
chief. Washington received her graciously, gave her a 
piece of gold, and assured her that her services should 
not be forgotten. 

This remarkable and intrepid woman survived the 
Revolution, never for an instant laying aside the ap- 
pellation she had so nobly won, and levying contribu- 








tions - both civil and military, whenever she re- 
‘counted the tale of the doomed gun, and the famed 
Captain Molly at the battle of Monmouth. 

On the night of this memorable conflict, Washing- 
ton Jaid down in his cloak under a tree, in the midst 
of his brave soldiers. About midnight, an officer 
approached cautiously, fearful of awakening him, 
when the Chief, called out, “ Advance, sir, and de- 
— your errand. I laid here to think and not to 
sleep.” 

In the oe a the American army prepared to re- 
new the conflict, but the enemy had retired during the 


night, leaving their dead and many of their wounded 
to the care of the victors. Morgan’s mountaineers pur- 
sued on their trail, and made some captures, particu- 
larly the coach of a general officer. 

The British grand army embarked from Staten Is- 
land. The number, order, and regularity of the boats 


and the splendid appearance of the troops, rendered 
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this embarkation one of the most brilliant and impos- 
ing spectacles of the Revolutionary war. 

Congress passed a unanimous vote of thanks to the 
General-in-Chief, his officers and soldiers, for the 
promptness of their march from the Valley Forge, 
their surprise and defeat of the enemy, and a feu de 
joie was fired by the whole American army for the 
victory of Monmouth. 





From the Charleston Courier, Feb. 22. 

Jury puty.—The following is an important de- 
cision on the subject of liability to jury duty, ordered 
to be published by the Law Court of Appeals, for the 
information of the citizens of the State. 


IN THE LAW COURT OF APPEALS. 
CuHar_cestTon, May Term, 1839. 

The Statevs. D. N. Ingraham—Before Earz, Justice. 

Mr. Ingraham is an officer of the United States 
Navy, a citizen of South Carolina, resident in Charles- 
ton, and owning property there. Being on furlough, 
and at home in the city, he was summoned to serve as 
a juror, and made default. On the return of a scire 
facias, he showed cause and claimed exemption from 
the duty of serving asa juror. I considered the cause 
insufficient, and fined him according to law. 

He moves the Court of Appeals to rescind the order 
on the same ground. 


D. N. Ingraham ads. The State—Sci. fa. against de- 
faulting jurors. 
GROUND OF APPEAL. 
That, being an officer in the Navy of the United 
States, as stated in his return to the sci. fa. he is not 


liable to serve as a juror, and ought to have been ex- 
cused. Peronneau, Mazyck and Finley, appellant’s 


attorneys. 
' OPINION. 


The State vs. D. N. Ingraham, 

O’Neal, J. The defendant rests his title toexemp- 
tion from serving on the jury, on the 2Ist section of 
the act of 1731, 1 Brev. Dig. 488, which exempts, 
from serving on juries, “all persons who heretolore 
have been, or hereafter shall be members of his Ma- 
jesty’s honorable Council, Judges, or Assistant Ju* 
ges in any of the Courts of this province; and SO, 
members of the Assembly and officers of anv of the 
Courts of Justice, during the time they sha)’ 9 meim- 
bers, and during their continuance in o‘ice, and all 

ersons exempted by the laws and sttutes of Great 

ritain.” It may here be conced that, according 
to the laws and statutes of Grea: Britain, the defend- 
ant would be exempted, Sti¥ this concession would 
not help him. For the act of 1799, in its 6th, 7th and 
8th sections, contains y- OVisions totally repugnant to 
the 21st section of the act of 1731, and must therefore 
be revarded as a <epeal of it. The 6th section pro- 
vides that, frore the tax return of every third year, 
new jury list shall be made, containing the names of 
such perwns who were entitled by the article of the 
Constitation then of force, to vote for members of 
the State Legislature; and those names are directed 
ts be put in the jury box numbered one: the 7th sec- 
tion provides that out of those names shall be drawn 
the grand, petit and pleas jurors, who are to be sum- 
moned and impanelled as jurors then were: the 8th 
section declares, ‘that a juror, who shall be legally 
summoned to appear and serve at any of the Courts 
established by the act hereby to be amended, and shall 
neglect or refuse so to do, shall forfeit and pay a sum 
not exceeding twenty dollars and seven per cent. upon 
his general state tax for the year preceding; unless 
such person shall show good and sufficient cause of 
excuse, upon oath, to any of the said Judges, at the 
next sitting of the Court after the sitting to which such 
person shall have been summoned to serve as afore- 
said.” This provision taken in connection with the 
7th and 6th sections swept away all previous exemp- 
tions. Every “free white man of the age of twenty- 








one years being a citizen of this State and having re- 
sided therein two years previous to the general elec- 
tion, preceding the time he may be summoned to sit 
on the jury, and who has a freehold estate of fifty acres 
of land or a town lot, of which he has been seized and 
ossessed six months before such election, or not hav- 
ing such freehold or town lot, if he has been six 
months before such election a resident in the district 
in which he may be summoned to serve as a juror, 
and has paid a tax the preceding year of three shillings 
sterling towards the support of the government,” is 
liable to serve as a juror, unless he can show, that 
since the act of 1799 he has been by law exempted. 
Because a man may be liable to serve as a juror, it does 
not follow, that he will be invariably compelled to do 
so. When his other public duties conflict with the 
discharge of his duties as a juror, he will, on makin 
the og ea application, be excused. The defendan 
Lieut. Ingraham, was not on service; and his dut 
to the United States could not therefore conflict wi 
his duty as a juror, and, think a little service in the 
jury box might not be useless to one of the gallant 
sons of the stormy deep who is often called to bear 
his country’s standard to far distant shores. Asa 
juror he would learn much of the civil institutions of 
his country, to which he was before comparatively a 
stranger, and he would thus have it in his power to 
compare them with foreign institutions or to protect 
some citizen’s rights, with more perfect knowledge, 
against the aggression of foreign governments, e 
duty to serve on the jury. instead of being regarded as 
an onerous one, ought to be cheerfully and promptl 
borne by every man; the rich apa the poor, the high 
and the a The perfect equality of the jury box is 
\the best practical expositivn of legal liberty. To it 
|we are, perhaps, indebted for the noble heritage, 
which our ancestors of °76 won for us by blood and 
toil. To it, we all look, with conscious security, 
for the preservation of life, liberty, and property, as 
'long as it eststs. These considerations, addressed to 
a reflect*tg people, who prize their rights, and love 
‘their vuntry, will make every man court, instead of 
'gheaning the discharge of the duty of a juror. The 
|.si0tion is dismissed. 


JOHN BELTON O’NEALL, 


The State vs. D. N. Ingraham. 
On motion of the Attorney General, ordered that 
| the opinion of the Court, delivered in this case, be 
_ published in one or more of the public gazettes of the 
city of Charleston, for general information, 
RICHARD GANTT, 
President Law Court of Appeals. 








It has aren 4 been decided in the Law Court ot 
Appeals of South Carolina, that an officer of the army 
of the United States is liable to serve on ajury in that 
State. The case was decided according to the statutes 
of South Carolina, and not on principles of general 
reasoning. The judge intimates that a knowledge of 
legal proceedings will prove highly beneficial to offi- 
cers of the army, and it might be added that their 
association with their fellow citizens in the perform, 
ance of purely civil duties would tend to efface the 
appearance of caste, which might otherwise exist, 
especially since the school at West Point has been so 
severely attacked. But with due deference we are 
disposed to believe that the decision of the Judge, 
| however beneficial its yee results may be, or 
however consistent with the statutes of his State, is 
not according to the federal constitution. That instru- 
ment authorizes the creation of an army and navy, 
the officers of which are as much officers of the law 
as the Judge of the Court of Appeals. It is true 
that the army officer does not decide cases in the State 
Courts, but in another sphere his duties are quite as 
imperative as those of the Judge. It is also true the 
South Carolina decision says that in case the jury du- 
ty would interfere with gthers, the officer would be 


, 
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excused; but this is a mere act of grace of the court, 
not even founded on the sfatute law, which refers not 
to a federal officer. So if the judge may excuse an 
army or navy officer, he may not; and the result might 
be fatal to the purposes of those who are charged 
with the protection of the country by means of the 
army or navy. Suppose the authorities of Charles- 
ton, from party views, should summon the Collector 
or Surveyor of the port, or the commander of the 
garrison, when some public emergency existed, to 
serve on juries, would it not be palpable that the 
two classes of duties were incompatible? and quite as 
clear that the United States were entitled to the time 
and services of their legal and constitutional agents? 
But, according to the late decision, these would be 
bound to serve. There is another view of the case. 
If the State courts have a right to claim the services 
of a federal officer, the federal officer has an equal 
right to serve, and may not cases be easily imagined 


when important objects might be songht to be accom- | 


lished by filling the jury box with federal cflicers? 
e are inclined to think that they are exempt under 
the federal constitution, and that they ought to be ex- 


cluded, most scrupulously, upon all occasions, on’! 


mere grounds of policy.— Norfolk Beacon. 





New ty InvEenTED Lire Buoy.—We have at all 
times great pleasure in being the channel of commu- 
nication to the * ge of diseoveries or inventions 
calculated to add to the happiness, or to relieve the 


sufferings of our fellow men; and in this spirit we 


have, on many oceasions, called the attention of such 
of our readers as reside at those parts of our sea coast 
which are the scenes of frequent shipwreck, to the 
importance of Captain Mathy’s apparatus for saving 
the lives of mariners. It is net, however, of that ad- 
mirable contrivance that we wish now to speak—for 
indeed its merits are sufficiently »,own—but to a 
very clever invention of Captain Henvey of the Roy- 
al Navy, which, if used along with Captain Manby’s, 
may be of the greatest service. It is a life-nyoy, of 
the simplest but most efficacious description, ané gone 
which, as we have been assured by competent ae. 
thority, has already proved useful in practice. This 


life-buoy consists of a light wooden frame, andin A 


shape of a horse-shoe, but sufficiently wide to admit 
a man’s body, and rendered buoyant by plates and 


discs of cork attached to it. The hinder part is open, ' 


but the front is fashioned into the shape of a beak, 
for more readily cutting the water. 

The “ Lincolnshire Association for the Preserva- 
tion of Lives in Shipwreck,”’ whose exertions in this 


benevolent cause have already been the means of this work with fanta 


saving so many seamen from a watery grave, hav- 
ing satisfied themselves of the utility of Captain 
Henvey’s invention by trying one which that officer 
presented to them, lost no time in ordering three 
more; and we understand they have it in contempla- 
tion to combine the use of these life-buoys with Capt. 


Manby’s sees in sach a way that the lives of 


mariners, and of passengers on board of stranded ships, 
they hope, may be saved, when, by all the means 
heretofore used, nothing could be done to relieve them. 
A word or two will make this plain. By means of 
Captain Manby’s apparatus, acord attached to a shell, 
forced from a howitzer, is thrown over the wreck, and 
then the crew, by getting hold of the cord, are gene- 
rally enabled to pull a boat to the: from the shore. 
But cases sometimes occur in which the ship is so 
placed, or the sea is so high, that the boat is either 
swamped or dashed to pieces, the night closes in up- 
on the sufferers, and att perish. Now, it seems quite 
possible that in many cases where no boat could live, 
a series of Captain Henvey’s life-buoys might be 
drawn off and made use of in succession till every 
person was removed from the wreck. Cases, too, not 
unfrequently occur in which the life-boat from the 
shore is enabled to get within a few yards of the ship, 
but owing to the agitation of water in the intervening 


— 





space, both crew and passengers are lost in the at- 
tempt to traverse this fatal gulf. It has been suggest- 
ed, and we speak professionally when we say there 
is good ground for the hope, that, by help of Captain 
Henvey’s life-buoys, many persons might be saved, 
who would otherwise be drowned in attempting to 
reach a boat so circumstanced. 

It has also been suggested to us that these life- 
buoys might, with advantage to the cause of humanity, 
be carried on board all coasters and other vesselsfin 
winter, when most exposed to shipwreck. But 
we confess we are not i. to go along with this 
suggestion; not but that a life-buoy must be useful in 
such cases, but the chances of shipwreck are so ex- 
ceedingly small, and the cast of a sailor’s mind so 
essentially improvident, that we should feel utterly 
hopeless of any attempt made to induce either him, 
‘or his captain, or his owner, to provide his vessel 
‘with any such apparatus.—London paper. 








| Mrxrrary Dress.—Men’s sensibility to the evil 
‘of war, has been very much blunted by the deceptive 
show, the costume, the splendor in which war is 
arrayed. Its horrors are hidden under its dazzling 
‘dress. To the multitude the senses are more con- 
vincing reasoners than the conscience. In youth— 
the period which so often receives impressions for 
‘life—we cannot detect, in the heart-stirring fife and 
‘drum, the true music of war, the shriek of the newly 
wounded, or the faint moan of the dying. Arms 
glittering in the sunbeam do not remind us of bayo- 
nets dripping with blood. To one who refleets, there 
is something shocking in these decorations of war. 
‘If men must fight, let them wear the badges which 
become their craft. It would shock us to see a hang- 
man dressed out in scarf and epaulette, and marching 
with merry music to the place of punishment. The 
soldier has a sadder work than the hangman. His 
office is not to despatch occasionally a single crimi- 
nal; he goes to the slaughter of thousands as free from 
crime as himself. The sword is worn as an orna- 
ment, and yet its use is to pierce the heart of a fellow 
creature. As well might the butcher parade before 
ts his knife, or the executioner his axe or halter. 
\fayw war to be necessary, still it is a horrible neces- 
Sify—q work to fill a good man with anguish of spirit. 
Shall ite turned into an occasion of pomp and merri- 
ment? Tedash out men’s brains, to stab them to the 
heart, to coveithe body with gashes, to lop off the limbs, 
to crush men unr the hoof of the war-horse, to destroy 
husbands and fathen, to make widows and orphans— 
all this may be netgsary; but to attire men for 


suc trappings, to surround this 
fearful occupation with all Se Wire mitenras of gaiet 


.and pomp, seems as barbarous as jt would be to dec 
|a gallows, or to make a stage hy dancing beneath 
|the scaffold. I conceive that the hilitary dress was 
| not open to as much reproach in formeitjmes as now. 
i It was then less dazzling, and acted less en the ima- 
igination, because it formed less an excepticy to the 
|habits of the times. The dress of Europe, not yan 
centuries ago, was fashioned very much after wnat 
may be called the harlequin style. That is, it affect- 
ed strong colors and strong contrasts. 

This taste belongs to rude ages, and has passed 
away very much with the progress of civilization. 
The military dress alone has escaped the reform. 
The military man is the only harlequin left us from 
ancient times. It is time that his dazzling finery 
were gone, that it no longer corrupted the young, 
that it no longer threw a pernicious glare over his 
terrible vocation.—Self- Culture. 





Navat Derence.—In answer to a resolution of 
the Senate last year, calling for a report from the 
President, on the military and naval defences required 
for the country, the Navy Board-report, that— 

1. Inrespect to the steam vessels of war, looking 





at our numerous and exposed harbors, and liability to 
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attack by the same species of force, not less than 


forty armed steamers, of different sizes and power, 
would be required. 

The average cost of these is estimated at $335,000 
each, making for the whole forty a gross sum of thir- 
teen and a half millions of dollars. 

2. In respect to vessels of war—the present force 
fit for service, or worthy of repair, excluding a ship 
of the line partially built at Sacket’s harbor, consists 
of 11 ships of the line, 1 razee, 14 frigates, 21 sloops, 
and 6 smaller vessels ; and they estimate, that to com- 
plete the force that they suppose could be manned up- 
on the occurrence of war, an addition would be re- 

uired of 14 ships of the line, 15 frigates, 11 sloops, 
and 24 smaller vessels—over and above the steamers 
referred to under the first head. The cost of building 
and arming this additional force is estimated at $19,- 
260,000. 

3. For the completion of the navy yards, docks, 
&c. at the different stations, a sum of $24,000,000 
would be required, in addition to which a new naval 
establishment, in the waters of Narragansett Bay, is 
recommended as indispensable in time of war.— New 
York American. 





A NEW STEAM FRIGATE FOR Rvuss1a.—We un- 
derstand that a steam frigate, to be of about the same 
dimensions with the Great Western, is to be imme- 
diately built at Jersey city, under the direction of 
Mr. Schuyler, of this city. Mr. Bell is to be the 
builder. This frigate is for the Russian Government, 
and when completed, the keel of another will be im- 
mediately laid at the same place, also for his Imperial 
Majesty.— NV. Y. Commercial Advertiser. 





We publish below an extract from a letter from 
General Taylor, commanding the army in Florida, 
addressed to the Secretary of War, in reply to his in- 
structions, published in the proceedings of the Senate 
a few days since, in relation to the manner in which 
the Cuba dogs should be used in aid of the military 
operations. The instructions of the Secretary of War 
being that the dogs should be held in the leash, and 


be used only to track the Indians to their hiding} 


places, and not be let loose to destroy or worry them; 
and Gen. Taylor, having taken measures for a strict 
compliance with these instructions, we hope that the 
fears of those who needlessly apprehend that the cause 
of humanity would be violated in the use of these 
dogs, will be entirely quieted. 


*‘T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 


your communication of the 26th January, in relation 
to the manner in which the Cuba dogs are to be em- 
ployed, and to state that your instructions shill be 
complied with. I had anticipated the views of the 


Department on the subject, as may be seen by the | 


fourth paragraph of my order No. 8, January 30, fur- 
nished to the Adjutant General at its date.””— Globe. 


MILITARY LAW OF THE UNITED STATES, 
SECOND EDITION. 

DHE above work was compiled by Col. Trueman Cross, of 
the U. S. army, and contains all the laws in relation to the 

Army, Mariue Corps, Militia, and Volunteers, from 1774 to 1838, 

Orders for the wail. addressed, post paid, to GEORGE TEM- 

PLEMAN, the publisher, Washington City, will be promptly 

attended to. Nov. 14—3m 


ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE, 

A complete file for the years 1836, 1837, 1838 and 1839, may be 
had at HALF PRICE, $10 for the four years, in current money, 
free of postage. The accumulation of extra numbers requiring 
more room than can be conveniently spared, induces us to offer 
them at these low rates. Postage, under 100 miles, 52 cents per 
year—over 100 miles, 78 cents per year. Jan. 2—tf 


ARMY, NAVY, AND MARINE UNIFORMS. 
OHN SMITH, (late of West Point,) would respectfully beg 
leave to state to the officers of tt.« aboe corps, that he has 
received from Washington City a copy of the new regulations, 
together with the drawing of the Topographical uniforms ; and 
all orders for the same will be punctually atiended to, and for 

warded with despatch. July 18—tf 

N.B. Embroidered Engineer bélts, and all Military equip 

ments furnished as usual, at 168 Pearl street, New York City. 

















Proceedings of Congress, 
IN RELATION TO THE ARMY, NAVY, &c. 


IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 19, 1840. 

Mr. Rvaetes presented the petition of citizens of Maine, 
for a Congress of Nations, to settle international dis- 
| putes; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
, Relations. : 

' Mr. Hvussarp, from the Committee on Claims, to 
which was referred the bill for the relief of Lieut, John 
_E. Bispham, reported the same without amendment. 

| Mr. Davis, from the Committee on Commerce, re- 
ported a bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to use chemical or any other oil in the light-houses, and 
| tomake the necessary alterations for that purpose; which 
‘ was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

THURSDAY, FEB. 20, 

Mr. Norvewt presented the memorial of a number of 
‘officers of the line of the army, praying for equaliza- 
|tion of emolument with the staff; which was laid on 
' the table. 
| Mr. Pierce submitted the following resolution, which, 
| by unanimous consent, was considered and agreed to: 

" Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of affording 
Samuel Colt such aid as may enable him to make fur- 
ther experiments in his late discoveries and improve- 
ments in munitions of war. 

MONDAY, FEB. 24. 

Mr. Crayton presented a memorial remonstratin 
against the use of bloodhounds in the Florida war; whic 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. Davis presented the memorial of Thomas Rhodes 
and others, praying for the establishment of a Congress 
of Nations; which was referred to the Committee on 

Foreign Relations. 
Mr. Wiruiams presented the memorial of a number of 
| citizens of Cumberland county, Maine, praying for a 
similar object as the foregoing; which was referred to 
| the same committee. 

TUESDAY, FEB. 25. 

Mr. Bucuanan presented twelve memorials from citi- 
zens of the United States, remonstrating against the 
employment of bloodhounds in re the war 

aid on the 














‘against the Seminole Indians ; which were 
| table. 

Mr. Srrance, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
reported 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Henry Eckford, 
deceased; and 

A bill for the relief of Reynell Coates and Walter R. 
Johnson; which were severally read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 26. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a report of- 
the Secretary of War, made in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the Senate in relation to the line of military 
posts from the Missouri river, into the pass or passes of 
the Rocky Mountains most usually traversed to descend 
into the valley of the Oregon or Columbia river; which 
was referred to the Select Committee on the Oregon 
Territory, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Kine presented a preamble and resolutions of the 
Legislature of the State of Alabama, on the subject of 
the claim of that State against the United States, for 
advances for the pay and subsistence of certain compa. 
nies of militia and volunteers called into service of the 
United States during the Creek and Seminole hostili- 
ties in 1836 and 1837; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
THURSDAY, FEB. 20, 1840. 

The House, being in Committee of the Whole, on 
motion, took up the Senate bill to continue the office 
of Commissioner of Pensions until the 4th of March, 
1842, and to transfer duties from the Navy Department 
to the office of the Commissioner, dnd also to transfer 
one clerk. 

After a brief conversation én thé allowdzicé of thé 
Commissioner, 
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The committee rose and reported the bill to the 
House. 
MONDAY, FEB. 24. 


On motion of Mr. Cross, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to 
communicate to this House the plan adopted, or pro- 
posed to be adopted, by him for the defence of the West- 
ern frontier, commencing on the Gulf of Mexico and 
extending to the southwest corner of Missouri; what 
forts have been erected, their location along or near said 
frontier, the number of troops at each, and what roads 
connecting with or leading to those on the frontier of 
Arkansas have been constructed, are in progress, or 
would be useful, from the interior of said State, or the 
Mississippi river, on its eastern boundary. Also, what 
tribes of Indians, and the number of warriors belonging 
to each, own or inhabit the country immediately west 
of the said States of Missouri and oe Aner distinguish- 
ing between those removed there by the Government of 
the United States, and such as occupicd the country 
prior to such removal; whether there be any navigable 
and what rivers leading to, and, in his judgment, imme- 
diately connected with the defence of said frontier; and 
what would be the probable cost of the construction and 
completion of the roads, the repair and erection of forts, 
and the improvement of the navigation of rivers, re- 
ee deemed material to carry into effect the said 
plan of defence. 


On motion of Mr. Carman, of Iowa, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War communicate 
to this House such information as he may be possessed 
of relative to the causes requiring troops to guard the 
payments of annuities to Indians on the Des Moines 
river; whether such necessity, if it does exist, has not 
arisen from the fraudulent influence exercised by tra- 
ders over the Indian agents; and whether the furnishing 
troops was not requested by the agent. 


On motion of Mr. Cross, of Arkansas, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation to continue the military road hereto- 
fore commenced from White river, in I[zard county, 
Arkansas, to Fort Wayne, near the western boundary of 
said State. : 


On motion of Mr. W. B. Camrszett, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs in- 
quire into the expediency of providing for the payment 
of the staff of the Governor of the State of Tennessee, 
while engaged in organizing and mustering the volun- 
teers of said State, called into the service of the United 
States in the year 1838, for the Cherokee service. 


On motion of Mr. A. V. Brows, 

Whereas, the state of our Indian relations renders it 
highly probable that, for several years to come, the 
United States may have to rely much on the services of 
its volunteer militia, therefore 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be directed to inquire into the propriety of increasing 
the pay of all volunteers, both privates and officers, who 
may hereafter be called into the service of the United 
States, and that said committee have leave to report by 
bill or otherwise. 

Mr. C. H. Witutams submitted the following, which 
lies over: 

Resolved, That a select committee of —— members 
be appointed to inquire into the propriety and expedi- 
ency of abolishing the Military Academy at West 
Point, and establishing a military school of application 
and practice, for the improvement of the officers of the 
army of the United States in the application and prac- 
tice, for military purposes, of the several branches of 
elementary and theoretic sciences involved in the art of 
war, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. Cross, of Arkansas, presented the following pe- 
titions to the House on the 5th instant: 

Of the citizens of Hot Spring county, for a new mail 
route. Of Captain Belknap and other officers of the 
United States army, for equalizing the pay of officers of 
the line with that of staff officers. 





WASHINGTON CITY, 
THURSDAY. ......:.. . FEBRUARY 27, 1840. 








Cores oF TopoGRAPHICAL ENGINEERS.—Our at- 
tention has been lately called to this corps, by a regu- 
lation from the Secretary of War defining its military 
as well as civil duties. We were fully aware that it 
had been engaged upon such duties for some time 
past. Previously to the reorganization of July, 1838, 
it had furnished the engineers which had been with 
the troops in Florida, and since that time about one- 
sixth of the corps has been continually on that severe 
and hazardous service. It had been, therefore, in the 
actual exercise of the duties now defined by the re- 
gulations. 

These duties were also the reasons for the law of 
1838, and may in fact be considered the basis of that 
law, and the object of the increase and reorganization 
of the corps. Referring tothe annual communication 
of the War Department, of December, 1837, Mr. 
PoinsETT expresses himself in the following words: 


**T would recommend an immediate increase of the 
Corps of Topographical Engineers. The extensive 
range of duties which have of late years devolved 
upon this corps, renders its increase a matter of neces- 
sity as well as of economy. It is physically impractica- 
ble as the corps is now constituted, to obey the injunc- 
tions of Congress. Important surveys are neglected. 
Works of improvement are slowly and imperfectly 
carried on; and the expectations of the country dis- 
appointed.” 


In reference to duties, he says in the same commu- 
nication: 


“The duties of this corps require the combined 
knowledge of the military and civil engineer. Their 
military duties consist in surveys for the defence of 
the frontier, inland and Atlantic, and of positions for 
fortifications; in reconnoissances of the country 
through which an army has to pass, or in which it has 
to operate ; the examination of all routes of commu- 
nication by land or water, both for supplies and for 
military movements; the construction of military 
bridges; the position and erection of field works ; the 
defences of encampments, fords, ferries, and bridges. 
For these purposes topographical engineers should 
always accompany armies in the field, and without 
their aid the organization of a staff is defective and in- 
complete. Their civil employment, in the survey of 
the coast, rivers, harbors, bays and water courses, in 
order to their being improved for commercial and 
other purposes, and in superintending the various 
works for those improvements; in the surveys of roads 
and canals under the law of 30th April, 1824; and in 
conducting all civil constructions connected with the 
commerce of the country, and such international com- 
munications as Congress may direct....... The 
direction of all the works, both civil and military, 
herein described, properly belongs to this branch of 
service.” 


We could not resist the pleasure of making the 
above extract, as well from the beautiful conciseness, 
as from the clearness and soundness of its views. Nor 
can we help adding a remark or two in favor of such 
candid, intelligent and manly expositions of opinions. 
No one, after reading such a communication, could 
doubt either the propriety and necessity of the mea- 
sure recommended, or the duties upon which it was 
contemplated to employ the corps. For years before, 
since the administration of Mr. Monroe, the Depart- 
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ment had been endeavoring in vain to have this corps 
properly organized; but here, we see that one effort of 
a master mind, appealing fearlessly and intelligently to 
the judgment of Congress, is crowned with success. 

This communication of Mr. PornsErt, approved as 
it was by the President, became the foundation of the 
legislation in the case, a sort of preamble to the law. 
The regulations are therefore no more than a repeti- 
tion of the definition of duties in the communication 
of 1837. 

To Mr. Pornsett is then justly due the reputation 
of having brought this corps to increased usefulness ; 
of having relieved it from its previous ambiguous po- 
sition; of having clearly defined its duties; and of 
having his views sanctioned by the legislation of Con- 
gress. 

The following are the regulations to which we have 
alluded : 


GENERAL HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY. 
ORDERS, Apsutant Generav’s Orrice, 
No. 11. Washington, Mar. 2d, 1840, 


The following Regulations have been received from 
the War Department, and are published for the informa- | 
tion of those concerned : 


GENERAL REGULATIONS FOR THE TOPO- 
GRAPHICAL ENGINEER DEPARTMENT. 





We have inserted in another column, as having a 
bearing upon all military and naval men, a decision 
made by the Law Court of Appeals in Charleston, 
S. C., May term, 1839, and now published for the 
first time, touching the liability of officers to serve on 
juries. 

It seems to us that the decision is an incorrect one, 
and cannot be sustained. An officer of the army or 
navy, even though he be on furlough or on leave, is 
at any time subject to orders from the department to 
which he belongs, or from his superiors; the neces- 
sity, however, would be great, to call for an officer so 
situated. The granting a furlough or leave is but an 
understanding between the department and the officer 
that his services will not be required for a specified 
time, and it is seldom that an officer is disturbed in 
the enjoyment of his indulgence. The commission 
which the officer receives enjoins upon him to obey 
the orders of the President of the United States, or 
his superior officer set over him, and he is bound by 
his oath to abide by the same. The power which 
granted the furlough, or leave, is competent to can- 
cel it. 

Let us putacase: Take an officer of the army or 





1.... The chiefof the Corps of Topographical Engineers 
shall be stationed at Washington. and shall be charged 
with the superintendence of the duties of that Depart- 
ment, and shall, under the direction of the Secretary of, 
War, have the control of all officers and agents of that” 
branch of service, in every thing in reference to their! 
duties, and to the disbursement of public funds. He 


navy who is on furlough or on leave; place him on a 
jury ; the trial may occupy several days or weeks. Dur- 
ing the trial—perhaps the day after he is empannelled 
as a juror—he receives a peremptory order to perform 
certain duties which call him away from his place of 
residence. What is he todo? He must disobey the 


shall from time to time make inspections of the various orders of his superior, in contravention of his oath, 


duties in execution under the officers of his Department. 


surveys for the defence of the frontier, inland and At- 
lantic, and of positions for fortifications ; in reconnois- | 
sances of the country through which an army has to! 

ass, or, in which it has to operate ; in the examination | 
of all routes of communication by land or by water, both | 
for supplies and for military movements ; in the con- 


,and incur the risk of a reprimand, if nothing worse, 
2....The duties of the Department shall consist, in | 


or commit a contempt of court by absenting himself, 
and then the ends of justice are defeated or delayed— 
a new jury must be empannelled, a new trial gone 
into, and additional costs imposed upon the litigant 
parties. It will not be considered a valid excuse 


struction of military roads and bridges, and of field | from him to his superiors that he cannot obey an 


works, for the defence of encampments, fords, ferries | 


and bridges. For which purposes, officers of the Corps 
of Topographical Engineers should always accompany 
armies in the field. 

3. .. The charge of the construction of all civil works, 
authorized by United States laws, of roads, breakwaters, 
river and harbor improvements. 

4.... The chief of the Corps of Topographical Engineers 
will prepare a system of detail regulations, in accord- 
ance with the preceding general regulations, which will 
be submitted to the War Department for its approval. 

J. R. POINSETT. 

By orper or ALexanper Macoms: 

Major General Commanding in Chief: 
R. JONES, 
Aldjt Gen’l. 


[To account for the discrepancy between the dates 
of our paper and the above order, it is only necessary 
to state, what is indeed known to most of our readers, 
that the publication of the Chronicle has been delayed 
for several weeks, beyond its regular day ; and we have 
preferred anticipating the opportunity for offering the 
foregoing remarks, to waiting for another publica- 
tion.] 





Captain Tuomas Hotpup STEvens has been ap- 
— to the command of the Washington Navy 





order because he is engaged on a jury. 

For obvious reasons, officers of the army and navy 
are exempted from serving in the militia, but yet are 
not disfranchised from their right to vote at all elec- 
tions whenever they may be at home. 





THE PRACTICE OF COURTS MARTIAL. By ALEX- 
ANDER Macoms, Masor GENERAL OF THE ARMY 
oF THE U.S. New York, Samuel Colman, 1840. 
The Secretary of War, in his last annual report, 

alludes to and regrets the want of “a written system 

for the direction of courts martial,” and recommends 
that one be prepared which shall be applicable to the 
land and sea service. 

Many years ago Major Gen. Macoms published a 
Treatise on Courts Martial, but it has long been out of 
print, and we were aware that he had been for some 
time past preparing a revised edition for the press— 
or more properly speaking, this is a new work, dis- 
similar to the old in many of its features. We have 
now the result of his labors, and we trust it may prove, 
in the language of the Introduction ‘such as to an- 
swer all the purposes for which it was intended, viz: 
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the introduction of a regular system of procedure in 
courts martial.” The rules laid down for the govern- 
ment of courts martial are simple, and intelligible to 
the commonest understanding. The volume is not 
cumbered with decisions of courts martial to serve as 
precedents, but is merely a formula for the ordering, 
organizing, and proceedings of a court martial, the 
approval or disapproval of a sentence, and the carrying 
it into execution—in short, as its title implies, the 
practice of courts martial. The rules and articles of 


war are appended, as are also extracts from such acts | P 


of Congress as define military offences and their pun- 
ishments. 

If approved upon examination, and adopted by 
competent authority, it cannot but be a useful work, 
and will reflect credit upon the industry of the author, 
exhibiting at the same time his attention to the inte- 
rests of the service and his solicitude for its welfare. 

This work will no doubt be for sale at the principal 
bookstores in the United States. We will procure 
or order copies for those who may desire it. 





It is due to the editors of the New York Courier 
and Enquirer to state that, having at length received 
and read a copy of our remarks of the 28th Novem- 
ber, in refutation of the charge of partizanship alleged 
by that paper, they have honorably retracted the 
charge. We were convinced at the time that it ori- 
ginated in misconception, and hoped that the eorrec- 
tion would have been immediately made; but the 
failure to receive our paper has caused the delay. 





To Corresronpents.—T'o one and all we would say, 
welcome—thrice welcome. Several have accompanied 
their communications with the remark that they would 
furnish others if their articles were favorably received 


ee See aes ee er we neni dissimilar. And this dissimilarity is increased by the 





PASSENGERS. 


New Orteans, Feb. 11, per ship St. Mary, from New 
York, Col. A. Cummings, of the army. 

Cuar.eston, Feb. 16, per steam packet Wilmington, 
from Wilmington, Capt. J. G. Barnard, of the army. 
Feb. 17, per steam packet Savannah, from Savannah, 
Lieut. J. H. Trapier, of the army. Feb. 19, per steam 
packet Wilmington, from Wilmington, Dr. J. Rhett 
Motte, of the army. 

Sr. Avevsrine, Feb. 8, per steamer Wm. Gaston, from 
southern posts, Major G. Loomis, Capt. A. B. Eaton, 
| Dr. L. Foot, of the army, and lady; Lieut. J. A. Davis 
‘and Acting Lieut. A. Murray, of the navy. Feb. 10, 
er steamer Southerner, from Charleston, Gen. J. E. 
Wool, and Lieut. J. K. Reeves, of the army. 
a ______________ _______} 


Communications. 


MILITARY LAW. 

The want of a concise and approved work on Mili- 
tary law is acknowledged by all persons connected 
with our branch of the service, and yet, notwithstand- 
ing the great variety of talent to be found in the army, 
no one has hitherto undertaken to supply the deficien- 
cy. Now this would seem to be a singular circum- 
stance, and the very reverse of what we ought to 
expect, for almost every five years we are favored 
with new editions of the Tactics, and of the Army 
Regulations. But a code of Military Law would seem 
to be a subject too unimportant to occupy the time 
‘and pens of these most respectable translators and 
compilers. And yet the subjectis one of the most vi- 
tal interest to the service. Itis particularly so at this 
time, and should therefore be most clearly and distinct- 
ily treated of by some one competent to the task. The 
| ner system of appointments from civil life, by 

ringing into the service young gentlemen almost en- 
tirely unacquainted with military discipline, increases 
the necessity which has heretofore existed, for a plain, 
concise, and approved work of this kind. I say an ap- 
proved work, because any work which shall not first 
receive the sanction of authority, will be disregarded 
and set at naught by courts on all occasions where 
prejudice or custom have allowed any latitude in the 
construction of the Articles of War or of the Regula- 
tions. The powers of Courts Martial are very indefi- 
|nite, and as a consequence their decisions are very 











say, do not wait to ascertain the result, but continue to want of well established precedents. But this would 


write until you find that your articles are unfavorably 
received. We can imagine how pleasant it is for a 
writer to preserve his incognito, and hear the passing 
commentaries of his associates. Goldsmith, in one of 
his essays, places an author in this predicament, and 
founds one of his most pleasing numbers upon the re- 
fiections caused by the criticisms of accidental acquain- 
tances. 





The Governor of Georgia has appointed only thirty- 
two Aids-de-camp, each with the rank of Colonel. 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 


Feb. 17—Lieut. J. H. Winder, Ist arty. Polk’s 
Major W.M. Graham, 4th inty., Maj. J.D.G’s 
Asst. Sur. B. M. Byrne, army, Polk’s 


19—Asst. Sur. W. J. Sloan, do., Fuller’s 
Asst. Sur. J. Simpson, do., Gadsby’s 
Maj. T. W. Lendrum, Com. Sub., R. Gott’s 
22—Liieut. John Bubier, navy, 
24—Capt. G. W. Cullum, c. eng’rs, Mrs. Latimer’s 
Lt. R. A. Wainwright, Ordnance, Col. W.’s 


LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
TALLAHASSEE, Feb. 1, 1840. 
Armuy.—Capt. T. T,. Alexander, Capt. S. Burbank 2, 


Capt. A. Cady, Capt. W. B. Guion, Lieut. A. Wau 
Lieut D. P. Whiting. ' aa 





Gadsby’s | 


appear to be wrong, for of all bodies requiring such 
| precedents for their government, those which are com- 
| posed of persons who are required to actin the double 
capacity of jurors and judges, would seem to require 
them the most. Now, it may be asked how these 
eae ee are to be established? I would answer, 
y referring the decisions of a court on any doubtful 
points, to the President of the United States, for his 
approval, and, after such approval, by making them 
binding on all subsequent courts. If it should then 
be asked, how are such decisions to be communicated 
to the court? I would reply, by appointing a Judge 
Advocate to each division of the army, who should be 
compelled to attend every court held within the di- 
vision, and whose official statement to the court re- 
specting precedents, should point out the rule of ac- 
tion for the court in each particular instance admit- 
ting of a precedent. By such means we should have 
some consistency of action, and uniformity of pro- 
cedure in such cases, and even if the decisions 
should eventually prove to be incorrect, they would 
operate equally on all, and thereby lose a great part 
of their injustice. Consistency in conduct is one 
of the greatest virtues in a military commander, and 
all experience goes to show that in so far as discip. 
line is concerned, it is far better to have one uni- 
form system of wrong, than a vascillating course 
of propriety. If this, then, be the case in the ordinary 
routine of duty, how much more desirable, and even 
necessary, is it in all investigations which affect the 
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character or commission of an officer! The want of 
an approved military code tends to produce inconsis- 
tency in courts. hy then, let me ask, has not this 
subject yet received the attention of some one capa- 
ble of extricating us from the difficulty? There is 
talent enough in the service to accomplish the task, 
and let it be called in requisition. Let the Secretary 
of War offer encouragement to such an undertaking, 
and he will confer a more lasting benefit on the army 
than it will derive from all the Regulations and Tac- 
tics which can be compiled for it within the next cen- 
tury. JUVENIS. 


ARTICLES OF WAR—GENERAL COURTS 
MARTIAL. 

Mr. Eprror: Permit me to use your columns for 
the purpose of calling the attention of the Secretary | 
of War to the 64th article of war, and of requesting | 
his influence with Congress in favor of a slight alter- 
ation in the wording ofthatarticle. I propose to have 
the word “‘ odd” inserted in such way as to cause it to 
read thus: “General courts martial may consist of any 
odd number of commissioned officers from five to thir- 
teen inclusively,” &c. By this addition, courts will | 
be relieved from all embarrassments which an even | 
number of members must necessarily ensure. It is an! 
essential principle of all deliberative bodies, that the | 
opinions of the majority must decide all questions on - 
which there may beadebate. But this principle can- | 
not always obtain with an even number of men, and | 
therefore it is partially destroyed ; unless, indeed, one | 
of the number be entrusted with the casting vote; in 
which case the principle is virtually recognised. Why, . 
then, should not the organization of our courts martial | 
be always so regulated as to ensure the action of this 
principle? Under the 64th article of war, an even 
number of officers can and do compose general courts 
martial, and the invariable consequences attendant on 
such an organization are a great deal of argument, a 
great deal of indecision, and a great loss of time, on 
every trial. Moreover, the great object of the inves- 
tigation, which is, to obtain a decision on principles of | 
law and equity combined, is frequently defeated by an | 
exact division in opinion among the members of a; 
court so organized. In all cases, for example, when | 
a question arises as to the form of procedure, the re- 
ception of testimony, or the recognition of precedents, | 
ifthere should be an even vote, no decision can be had ; | 
or, at least, not until much time be spent in changing | 
the opinion of some individual of the number. Ano- | 
ther very great objection to an even number of mem- | 
bers is, its tendency on such occasions to destroy that 
dignity which is requisite in the proceedings of the 
court. When men find themselves ina dilemma from | 
which they cannot escape, owing to their own differ- | 
ences in opinion, the first impulse is to laugh at the ! 
awkwardness of their situation. Mirth usurps the | 
place of gravity, and, for the time, all deliberation is | 
destroyed. Now all this may be obviated by the in- | 
sertion of one little word in the article referred to.— ' 
Let the court be organized with an odd number of 
members, and there will then be only one case in which | 
there can arise any embarrassment resulting from a | 
difference of opinion. This will be when a member 
shall be absent on account of sickness. In this case, ' 
however, there will be no difficulty, provided the 23d 
paragraph of the General Regulations relating to courts 
martial be so altered as expressly to authorize the court 
to adjourn, from day to day, according to its discretion, | 
until the recovery of the member. This would do 
away with an opinion which prevails among many ! 
officers, that this paragraph requires the seat of a, 
member to be considered as permanently vacated wf | 
an absence from such cause. An opinion, which, al- | 
though erroneous in itself, is frequently productive of | 








the lightning whic 





even, the President should have the casting vote in the 
event of a tie on the question of adjournment. But 
when it is in question to vacate the seat of a member, 
the President should have but one vote, and a majority 
of votes should be necessary to deprive the member 
of his seat. These suggestions are offered with all 
due deference. Should they meet with the approba- 
tion of the Secretary, I hope that the change will be 
made during the present session of Congress. _B. 


EXCERPTIONS FROM A SUBALTERN’S 
DIARY—METEOROLOGY. 


On the 15th of May, 1839, our transport, a little 
schooner, was towed out of the harbor of St. Augus- 
tine, and the old Spanish pharo at its entrance grad- 
ually receded from view—we hoped forever. Three 
years before, it had first loomed upon our sight, and 
how like a troubled dream seemed the life we had 
since led, among those pine woods that skirted the 
horizon in its rear. 


We had had much northern wind during the past 
winter, as well as for some time immediately preced- 
ing, and in consequence, we soon expected a change 
that would enable us to make a speedy passage to 
our destined port, New York; but in this we were 
so much disappointed that, after having been seven 
days out, what from calms, head winds, and squalls, 
we were not far north of the latitude of Charleston. 
What little northing we had made was owing almost 
entirely to the current of the gulf-stream, where nav- 
igation, however, was rendered difficult, from numer- 
ous sqaalls, or showers, which were attended each 
with its own peculiar wind. They proceeded appa- 
rently from cumulostrata which we had observed 





hovering low over the gulf long before we entered it, 


attracting attention through the day by their bright 
and thunderous appearance, and during the night y 
fulgurated among them contin- 
pre When arrived within their influence, some 
could be seen in the manner of water spouts drawing 
up water, while others, in all directions, were discharg- 
ing it in copious showers. When not under their 
action, we were in the most wretched plight conceiv- 
able—becalmed in a heavy, rolling sea, with nothin 
to engage the sickened brain, unless the occasion 
approach ofa shark or dolphin, or perhaps some turtle 
or bottle floating past covered with barnacles. We 
had, however, the pleasing evidence that our vessel 
was pursuing her way, for approaching a ripple, she 
would enter among its murmuring, mysterious waves, 
and finally leave it beyond hearing and sight. 

The squally state of the atmosphere was finally 
cleared up by a gale from the northeast. During the 
night of its continuance the schooner labored heavily, 
and we could observe that our skipper, from time to 
time, surveyed the tumultuous scene with more than 
ordinary anxiety. On examining his almanac, how- 
ever, his countenance brightened up as he informed 
us that the moon changed that night. Whether the 
change of the moon had any effect in producing that 
of the weather, or not, it 1s certain when mornin 
came the gulf was as smooth as a summer sea. e 
then found several vessels in company with us, all of 
which stood towards the eastward under a light nor- 
therly breeze. Presently those in advance tacked, 
stood to the northeast, and soon left us out of view. 
Our skipper, after consulting his glass, concluded that 
they were under a different wind from ours; and 
although he was farther to the east than he wished, he 
resolved to continue on until he should find it. This 
happened after three or four hours of slow sailing, 
when our fore and main sail booms suddenly jibed, 
and our true course was laid with a fine breeze and 
flowing sheet. ‘That we had crossed a line separating 


a great deal of confusion and delay in the proceedings | two currents of air of almost diametrically opposite 


of courts composed of five members. Moreover, as in 
all cases of courts organized with an odd number of | 
members, the absence of one will make the number | 


directions, appeared not _ from the mancuvrin 
of the vessels that preceded us, and from our sails 
having jibed of themselves: but from the sailing of a 
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brig astern of us, which, although she tacked at the; we struck their main creek, which premetet a very 
same time we did, could not lay her course. |formidable aspect; the bottom, a half mile wide, was 

The breeze that jibed our sails sent us past Cape | flooded, two feet deep; we rode through to its bank, 
Hatteras in about twenty-four hours, and soon after | and found it evidently impassable, there being no tim- 
encountering a squall enn from the land, we were | ber—retraced our steps, went a half mile, waded 
enshrouded in a dense fog, accompanied by a heavy | again to its bank, felled a tree across, led in a horse, 
sea and a light precarious wind, with intervals of which swimming to the opposite bank, endeavored in 
calm. The fog was so thick as almost to exclude the | vain to mount it; the poor animal remained in the 


light of day. It continued about thirty-six hours, | water for hours, whilst we all, standing in the mire, 
whee a brisk breeze from the southeast swept it up| worked hard to get it over, hoping to save its life; at 


into a bank before us, at the same time sending us| 


last we. tried the same side it had entered, which was 
careering on our way. But this bank was suddenly | apparently, that is, above water, much the most diffi- 
observed to rise ; it finally stood over us like a low cult, and succeeded in helping it out. We then once 
cloud, when our sails were taken aback. They flut-| more returned to the hill, and encamped near by. I 
tered in the wind, and we were again becalmed, toss- | began to think it an exceedingly unpleasant pleasure 
ing upon an irregular sea, while just astern the blue irip, but consoled myself with shooting a curlew sixty 
waves were breaking into foam, evidently still under} yards, off hand, with a rifle ball; its bill was more 
the breeze which had so suddenly surceased. ‘“ Ah, | than four inches long, and of the size of a rye straw. 





boys,” said the skipper, “‘ your sweethearts pulled 

too hard; they snapped it off that time.” _ ; 
The wind appeared to stop short at a line, which, 

from the different colors of the water on its opposite 


17th—Passed three hours in making a third and 
successful attempt to cross this vile stream at a new 
lace. Went E. of N. and soon came in sight of the 
ittle Nemehaw river, which in its scenery most 


sides, indicated, it was thought, the channel of the | striking] resembles its *‘ grand ” namesake, though 
Chesapeake. The fog arranged itself across the hea-| we found after wading our horses for a mile through 
vens from southwest to northeast, in a succession of its rich bottom, that it was a “little ” larger. 

parallel strata, and so long as we remained under| Here is a beautiful district between the two Neme- 
them we were bandied by baffling winds that appear- | haws (some 25 miles) and ten miles up each stream 
ed to come successively from every point of the com-| from the Missouri, extends the reservation for the 
pass. On the night of the 24th another squall from ; Mtto and Omahaw half-breeds. In two hours we had 
the land cleared up the fog, and on the following crossed this stream, in the same manner as the other, 
morning nothing remained of it but a thin, silvery; and were in motion to the N. W. on a fine prairie 
stratum that hung close upon the water. It was a’ ridge, and did not reach “wood and water,” a suitable 
clear warm day, with little wind, and about noon camping ground, until 9 o’clock at night. : 
objects began to present the appearance called loom- | 18th—Proceeded early a little N. of West, crossing 
ing. The coast of New Jersey, then seven or eight an endless succession of rairie hills, between which 
miles off, seemed as near as two or three, and it ap-| were generally guélers filled with clear water, with 
peared distorted, as though reflected from a warped vertical sides, and so deep that the horses had to leap 
surface. It is remarkable that the roar of the break- them. After two hours rest at noon, we ascended the 
ers could be heard as distinctly as though they were “divide” between the waters of the Nemehaws, (or 
not more distant than they seemed ; and although we Missouri,) and the Great Platte river. This, the 
were then sixty or seventy miles from New York, | highest ground between two mighty rivers is an im- 
several explosions were heard, which we have since mense prairie of table land, impressing the senses with 
believed were from 24-pounders discharged at Gov- the idea of an elevation far greater perhaps than the 
ernor’s Island. The sea jn the eastern horizon re-' reality, owing to the extraordinary circumstances of 
sembled a distant mountainous coast; the vessels in ‘there being no higher object visible—no distant moun- 





view were some elongated, others contracted, and | 


altogether, the scene from wave to sky presented a 
larish, unnatural aspect, that was painful to witness ; 
it seemed as att nature had gone mad. This 
state of the atmosphere continued till night, 
The next day, after having been out nearly two 
weeks, we entered our port amidst more than a hun- 
dred sail, bound to and from every sea in the world. 





AN ADVENTURE ON THE PRAIRIE. 
LEAVES FROM MY NOTE BOOK, NO. 2. 

June 15th—After having dried our clothing, &c. 
and recovered the tent, about mid-day we were mount- 
ed, and rode some ten miles west endeavoring to 
“head ” a little stream, emptying into the Nemehaw 
just below the camp; which, though now impassable, 
and three hundred yards wide, might the morning be- 
fore have been almost stepped across. The country 
presents a uniform succession of prairie hills, jutting 
out from more elevated ridges toward the larger creeks. 
On arriving at the top of one of them, we saw some 
hundred yards distant two deer. I instantly dis- 
mounted, fired my rifle, and one of them fell dead: it 
was a doe; its companion, a buck, stood gazing at us 
for some minutes, while Godfrey slowly dismounting, 
aimed and fired; it then moved slowly off untouched. 
I was well pleased, admiring the apparent chivalry of 
the poor animal, deliberately standing fire over the 
body of his unfortunate mate. 

June 16th—A few miles took us around the foun- 
tain head of the small stream, and after passing a very 
high prairie, the dividing ridge between the two Ne- 
mehaws, and two very boggy branches, at 10 o’clock 





tain, hill, or inequality, not even a tree, to restore by 
comparison a juster estimate. I was thus, for the 
first time, out of sight of timber; far away, in every 
direction, not even a shrub was to be seen—a green 
sea waving in the breeze! An American poet, gain- 
ing here a new idea, might add a line to these of 
Byron: 
‘There is a pleasure in the pathless woods ; 

There is a rapture on the lonely shore ; 

There is society where none intrudes 

By the deep sea.” 


Verily I then felt 


“TJ love not man the less, but Nature more 
In this my interview.” 


A thousand unuttered thoughts filled my mind; I al. 


|most fancied I could hear the music of the spheres, of 


which old Spenser must have been thinking when he 
wrote, 


*¢ A solemn silence first invades the ear.” 


It was a vast solitude; but in my excitement, I found 
in truth “society ” enough. Then, how easy for the 
mind to restdre the scene so lately passed, though gone 
forever; and though dwelling upon the unhappy fate 
of the fallen race, to people it anew with those bold 
hunters of the plains. Amid the traces of reality— 
the bleached bones around me—my mind was filled 
with images of the Indian and his occupation: war 
and the chase. A short thirty years ago, and from 
this spot, thousands of buffalo might have been seen, 
and the wild red man rejoicing in the pursuit, the 
slaughter and the feast. The uncontrolled, the un- 
trammelled, the Free—free and happy, as God created 
them ere they were robbed, enslaved, poisoned, with- 
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ered by the pestilence. Alas! for the gift of civiliza- 
tion. The “long knife” came and brought with him 
the “fire water,” and the small pox, and completed 
his work with Pe treaties—construed and explained 
under the gentle auspices of the sword. 

But lo! the alarm! A tribe is aroused to arms! as 
the sun arose, a bold and bloody deed had been done. 
A whole tribe, and their enemies! and thousands, 
mounted on the wild horse, rushed as they desperate- 
ly fled, mile after mile along, a wonderful chase, all 
in sight, over the level prairie—thundering on! the 
Heavens rent with yells, quavering in a thousand 
throats, the appaling cry for the vengeance of blood. 
’Tis scarcely fancy—I have seen those who have wit- 
nessed such a sight. 

But the Indian was gone—the buffalo was no where 
to be found; there seems a sympathy between them, 
and the poor animal flies not from the Indian as from 
the white; their fates are alike; the buffalo has re- 
ceded about ten miles annually for 150 years, and we 
find them together approaching the barren confines of 
the other ocean. A short tarrying place was the 
Father of waters, the dark flood of the Mississippi, fit 
boundary to the mighty empire, the vast, the beautiful 
regions to its East, a limit which an Alexander had 
scarce wept to cross. But our grasping, restless bor- 
derers o’erlept it at once, wandering ever onward 
through a wilderness of unappropriated riches. And 
I too, a pioneer, was I not here, in this awful though 
oe full 500 miles beyond, on the verge of 
the great American Desert,which caravans of weary pil- 
~~ will soon penetrate, (and I too, perhaps, oh! rea- 
der, for thy sake,) defying its thirsty poverty, and the 
arms of its poor nomade tribes, battling feebly to the last, 
for their starving inheritance, scaling the precipices and 
eternal snows of the Rocky Mountains, to seek new 
homes in that weeping climate of the Columbia and 
the Pacific, deprived of every vestige of the comforts 
of civilization—that civilization, which understanding 
not, and sharing not, they will forswear, and abandon 
forever.* 

As these thoughts passed through my mind, a dark 
thunder cloud which had slowly arisen in advance of 
us, and approaching nearer and nearer, had assumed 
palpably the appearance of a vast spread eagle, per- 
fect in shape, save the head, which seemed averted, 
and hid behind a bank of cloud. We could but look 
and wonder in silence, ’till the imminent dread of the 
storm banished all thoughts of eagle, Indian, buffalo, 
or squatter, and making an anxious survey, I beheld 
far away a solitary oak, which (experience had taught 
me to believe) stood sentinel-like, the guardian, or 
rather offspring, of a fountain. Patiently we rode to- 
ward it, and our faith was rewarded, for such was 
found to be the case. We prepared our night camp 
in time to escape the worst of a drenching shower. 


Z. 





* The prairie inspired prophecy is now History—year- 
ly parties cross the Rocky Mountains. 





NAVY PLOMOTION. 


Mr. Epiror: As I hope that the subject of navy 
promotions, additional grades, and increase of force, 
may yet be brought before Congress this session, may 
I ask of you to publish the following statement of the 
length of time officers are obliged to serve in the 
subordinate grades ere they attain the rank of com- 
mander. 

There are now, according to the Register (not in- 
cluding three lieutenants who may be considered su- 
perannuated ) 


2 Lts. of 1819 who have been in present rank 21 yrs. 


9do 1820 " ss “ 20 yrs. 
4do 1821 ss “ “ 19 yrs. 
1do 1822 s -" “ 18 yrs. 
48 do 1825 * ” - 15 yrs. 
Of the above 











1 Lt. entered the service originally in 1811—29 yrs. 
“é se ee 


22 « 1812—28 yrs. 
7“ ee « « 1813—27 yrs. 
25 “é “ ‘“ 18 14—26 yrs. 
14 « “ ee «“ 1815—25 yrs. 


Of the Passed Midshipmen, there are 

49 who entered in 1828—12 years service. 

37 6: 1829—11 years service. 

Of the midshipmen of 1828, but four have yet been 
promoted, and the remaining 49 (as above) at the pre- 
sent rate of about 12a year, will require 4 years nore 
to include them all, making some of them 16 years in 
service before arriving at the rank of lieutenant; and 
for the succeeding dates the prospects are even worse. 
Facts speaking so loudly, the officers should rally and 
make an effort to bring the subject before the proper 
authorities, and to ensure more speedy 

PROMOTION. 











- Domestic nitelligence. 


LATE FROM FLORIDA. 


HeEAp QUARTERS, ARMY OF THE SouTH, 
Fort Fanning, Fl., Jan. 30, 1840. 


Sir: I have the honor to report for the information 
of the General in Chief, that the operations contem- 
plated by my order No. 50, of 1839, have been comple- 
ted by the troops, and in a manner highly satisfac- 
tory, the object of the enterprise having been fully 
attained. 

From the 12th December last, the date on which 
Lt. Col. Garland’s command commenced its march 
from camp R. Gamble, up to the 27th instant, the 
troops have been constantly and actively engaged in 
scouting by as the country indicated in my 
report of the 20th December, penetrating the several 
hammocks and swamps, and discovering, it is suppos- 
ed, every fastness and hiding place of the enemy. In 
this way it is thought every camp of the enemy, no 
matter how small, or how carefully hidden from view, 
has been found and their tenants driven in advance of 
the troops, until forced, for the most part, to cross the 
Suwannee river, a barrier which, if properly guarded, 
will prevent their return to Middle Florida, certainly 
for the purpose of planting, which they have hitherto 
done with perfect impunity. 

A favorite resort for the Indians—the old town ham- 





/mock, extending from the west bank of the Suwannee 


river, a short distance above this post, containing over 
30,000 acres of good land—was thoroughly examined 
and the enemy driven, I should say for the first time, 
from this to them important hammock. The families 
occupying this hammock, numbering about twenty- 
five, had already made arrangements for early plant- 
ing, by opening and clearing new fields. Altogether 
I should suppose fifty families have been discovered, 
most of whoin lost their effects, so closely were they 
pursued. It may be that all the warriors have not 
crossed the Suwannee river, but many of them no 
doubt have, as also the women and children. 

For more particular information I refer you to the 
detailed reports made by Col. Davenport, of the Ist, 
and Lieut. Col. Garland of the 4th infantry, the com- 
manders of the two columns. 

During the progress of the campaign, I kept the 
field, and visited alternately the two columns, thus 
giving myself an opportunity, without assuming any 
immediate command, of superintending the operations; 
and I bear willing testimony to the zeal and faithful- 
nes with which both officers and men performed the 
constant and arduous duty required of them. 

For the manner in which Middle Florida will be 
occupied by troops, I refer you to order No. 7, already 
forwarded to your office, and it is believed that if the 
orders on the subject be fully carried out, the inhabit- 
ants of this portion of the territory will have nothing 
to fear from the enemy. ; 

In order fully to ascertain whether any Indians yet 
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lurk in the swamps of the Apalachicola and Ocklock- 
ney rivers, Col. Davenport, with a suitable force, has 
been directed to complete the examination of these 
swamps, already commenced by three companies of 
the 2d dragoons. 

An examination of the Wacasissa county by four 
companies of the 2d infantry, will immediately be 
cominenced, and I herewith enclose the order for the 
movement. (No. 8 of this date.) 

On the first of the coming month, I shall move from 
this place towards the St. John’s river, inspecting the 
several posts on my route, and shall, after reaching 
Pilatka, station troops in advance of St. Augustine, to 
give protection to that place, and to the inhabitants 
residing east of the St. John’s river. 

Communications will now reach me by the way of | 
Garey’s Ferry. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Bt. Br. Gen., U. S. 4. Comd’g. 
Br. Gen. R. Jones, 
Adj. Gen. U. S. A., Washington, D. C. 





Extract of a letter, dated 
Garey’s Ferry, Feb. 7, 1840. 
The Indians on the 5th instant, made a demonstra- 
tion near us, on this side the celebrated Horse Hole, 
attacking a train of twelve wagons, killing one man, 
and routing all before them, plundering the wagons, 
&c. Gen. Taylor has issued an order taking the 
blood-hounds into service. Experienced officers think 
they will be very useful in trailing. Gen. Taylor is 





now at Pilatka, where Col. Twiggs has gone to have 
a conference relative to future operations. There is | 
a strong talk of making Pilatka the principal depot | 


on this side of the Peninsula. The last accounts from | 


beng Searle were favorable in regard to his recovery. 
—N. Y. Courier & Enquirer. 





FLORIDA WAR. 
From the Jacksonville Advocate, Feb. 18. 

Inprans.—On Friday night, 7th inst. while a de- 
tachment of volunteers, stationed at Black creek, 
were encamped on New river, about two hundred, 
yards from the residence of a Mr. eee be they 
were attacked by a party of Indians—number not 
known—killing a Mr. Elijah Simons, and wounding 
a Mr. Prevat. After firing upon the camp, they rush- 
ed in and seized the rifles belonging to the volunteers, 
who immediately fled to the house, thus affording pro- 
tection to the inmates, who would probably have 
fallen victims to the barbarity of the merciless sav- 


es. 

On Sunday night, while Captain Chamberlain, in 
command of a baggage train, was encamped at Al- 
ligator, he reports hearing Indians all around him. 

he Advocate also contains the intelligence of the 
murder of the mail carriers, detailed at Tength in St. 
Augustine papers and letters, published in the Charles- 
ton Courier and the Mercury of Thursday, whose ed- 
— them by the steamer Southerner, Capt. 
udd. 


Correspondence of the Charleston Mercury. 
HERALD OFFICE, 
St. Augustine, Feb. 14. 

More Morpers.—Our city is again in mourning. 
Yesterday at 2 P. M. the mail stage, having the nor- 
thern mail, left tnis city for Jacksonville and St. 
Mary’s. At sunset a gentleman arrived, and gave 
information that he had seen the stage across the road, 
having no horses attached, at the seven-mile branch, 
and stated that on riding within about sixty yards 
of it, he saw several articles in the road in disorder; 
at the same time his horse became restive, snorted, 
and exhibited symptoms of terror, and justly conclud- 
ing all was not right, turned his horse’s head and 





came to the city by another road. The gentleman 


did not mention this fact, fearing he might give rise 
to unnecessary alarm, until some anxiety had been 
expressed because of the non-arrival of the mail from 
St. Mary’s, via Pablo, when he mentioned what he 
had seen to the postmaster. 

This did not become generally known until about 
ten o’clock, when it was communicated to the mayor, 
F. L. Dancy, Esq. who promptly ordered Corporal 
Cercopoly and ten men, who had been placed under 
his command by Col. Twiggs, to proceed immediately 
to the spot to ascertain the facts, and to proceed on- 
ward, should there be necessity, to give protection 
to the public mail. 


The detachment, on reaching the seven-mile branch, 


| discovered the carriage in the position described, and 


the body of the driver, named Geo. W. Walton, a fine 
intelligent lad of about 16 or 17 years of age, lying in 
the road. The Indians had secreted themselves, it 
appears, in the centre of a clump of palmettoes, hav- 
ing cut them away for the purpose, and fired upon 
the lad as he turned to give his horses water. The 
ball entered the right breast, and passing diagonally, 
came out at the back on the left of the spine, and 
through the curtain of the stage. They stripped the 
body of the coat and pantaloons. The stage seats 
were broken up—the curtains cut to ribands—the 


/harness cut to pieces—and the horses taken away, 


together with the mail. The body was brought in 
about eight o’clock this morning. 

Corporal Cercopoly left a guard and rode on seven 
or eight miles farther; but not discovering the mail, 
returned to the city. A moccasin and bare foot track 
were discovered near the stage. 

Lieutenant Hardee, 2d dragoons, who left with a 
detachment of his company at daylight, in search of 
the mail, discovered the body of the carrier of the 
Pablo mail, Jose Garcias, in a thicket two miles far- 
ther on, and a portion of the newspaper mail. The 
brutes had fired on him from both sides of the road ; 
each ball took effect, and to make “ assurance doubly 
sure,” had beaten in the top of the skull. The bod 
was completely stripped, and the clothes carried off. 
The letter mail they also carried off. Garcias was a 


‘native of this city, and a young man about 22 years 


of age, of exemplary character and integrity. He 
was married about four months since, and when his 
mangled corpse was brought home, what were the 
feelings of his young wife may possibly be felt, but 
never described. 

We have thus given, so far as.can be ascertained, 
the particulars of the murder of two more victims to 
savage barbarity. The Indians have not, during this 
war, been north of St. Augustine; at least no outrages 
have been committed upon this road. Two more 
names have been added to the long list of victims, 
which we shall some day publish. Our feelings will 
not permit us to say more at present. 

St. AucustTine, Feb. 14.—The steamer Wm. Gas- 
ton, Capt. Poinsett, arrived here on Sunday last, from 
southern posts. We learn that the troops are well at 
the various posts. Indians have shown themselves 
at Indian river and Fort Lauderdale, but escaped. 

Lieutenant McLaughlin, in U. 8. schooner Flirt, 
has gone to Havana for bloodhounds. He intends 
operating by light canoes built in South Carolina, in 
the Pai-hai-okee ; and the dogs will be available in 
scenting among the islands, which are said to be in 
grass water. Tea Table Key will be the depot for 
operations by Lieutenant McLaughlin, and will be 
garrisoned by Lieutenant Sloan’s company of ma- 
rines. 

The U. 8S. schr. Wave, Lieut. Rodgers, which left 
this port on the 21st ult. on a cruise south, had her 
mainmast carried away close to the deck in a squall 
off Key Biscayne. She ran down to Indian Key, to 
be refitted. 

Inprans.—The wagon train, when within seven 
miles of Black Creek, was attacked by Indians a few 
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days since. One teamster was killed, with several of 
the mules, and the wagons plundered. 

As eight volunteers, twelve miles east of Fort 
Harlee, last week, were cooking their supper, seven 
Indians rushed in upon them, killed one man, captur- 
ed their arms, ammunition, and victuals, and walked 
leisurely off. 

DereNce OF SETTLEMENTS.—Gen. Taylor has 
removed the troops from this city, and assigned them 
duty south of us. The points of occupancy are admi- 
me well calculated to effect the great object of se- 
curity, and checking the facility with which the ene- 
my have heretofore entered by our undefended south- 
ern trails and entrances. The cordon of three com- 
panies will extend in aright line from Penicer’s 
creek to the St. John’s, opposite Pilatka, and as the 
Matanzas inlet receives the waters of the creek, the 
line of defence will constitute a moving wall of armed | 
men, as effectually cutting us off, and our territory, | 
to the embouchure of the St. Johns, from the Indians, , 
as though we were residents of an island. The breadth | 
of the country is 20 miles, and the two mounted 
companies operating towards the central post, will, 
if the duty is performed faithfully, prevent all success ' 
from that quarter. 

It would be well, too, to suggest the necessity of | 
concerted action, or some regular system for the ear- 
liest and speediest transmission of intelligence from 
one post to another. A wantof such prompt convey- 
ance resulted in the successful escape of Wild Cat, 
and more recently of the murderers of our fellow 
citizen, Mr. Weadman. Had information been des- | 
patched to Fort Hanson, or Fort Peyton, immediately . 
on the arrival of the mail wagon at the eleven-mile | 
post, the murderers would have been intercepted at | 

ewlett’s mills. Another source, too, of regret, is 
to be found in the frequency of murder and outrage, | 
and the officer by whose posts the entrances and es- ' 
capes are made are not subjected to inquiry or reproof | 
if required. The time has been when vigilance was | 
a high military virtue, and we trust that the day will 
be long distant when the faithful sentinel shall be | 
stripped of his reward. In cases where the slightest 
omission occurs, an example should be made, both as 
a warning to the indolent and indifferent, as well as to 
the fair fame which belongs to the army, as a school 
where patriotism and virtue are taught and followed. 

The mail made up at the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment at this place for Garey’s Ferry, on the 25th No- 
vember last, and which was in charge of the negro 








Damon, captured by Indians that day, was found on | 


the 10th inst.in Boggy swamp, a few miles southwest 
of the Picolata road. The letter package was entire. 

Gen. Woot, Inspector General of the Army, arriv- 
ed in the steamer Southerner, on Monday last, on a 
tour of duty in Florida. 

Gen. Z. Taytor, commanding in Florida, arrived 
in town on Saturday last, on a military reconnoissance 
ofthe country. The General is in excellent health.— 
News. 











—_ 
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OFFICIAL. 
Srecia) HEAD QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Orprr, Apsutant Generav’s Orrice, 
No. 9. Washington, Feb. 25, 1840. 


By direction of the Secretary of War, a medical board 
to consist of 
Surgeon T. G. Mower, 
Surgeon C. A. Fintay, 
Surgeon H. S. Hawxins, 


and Surgeon W. L.. Wuarron, supernumerary member, 
will convene at Philadelphia, Pa., on the Ist of May 
next, or as soon thereafter as practicable, for the pur- 
pose of examining such medical officers as may be or- 
dered to mesh, and such applicants for appointment in 
the medical staff of the army, as may be invited to pre- 


t Members, 





Should any unavoidable circumstance prevent the at- 


tendance of any member of the board, at the time spe- 
cified, the senior member present will organize the board 


by taking up the supernumerary, and proceed to busi- 
ness. 


After the adjournment of the board, the several mem- 


bers will return to their respective stations, unless oth- 
erwise directed. 


By orper or Masor Gen. Macomrn. 
R. JONES, Adjt. Gen. 














Mavy. 


PROMOTIONS. 
Commander tobe Captain. 
Thomas M. Newell, January 28, 1840. 
Lieutenant to be Commander. 

Cornelius K. Stribling, January 28, 1840 

Passed Midshipmen to be Lieutenants. 
John Rodgers, January 28, 1840. 
John B. Marchand. January 29, 1840. 
William Rogers Taylor, February 10, 1840. 

ORDERS. 

Feb. 21—Commander H. W. Ogden, command of ship 





Decatur, vice Comm’r. R. Voorhees, relieved. 


25—Capt. T. H. Stevens, command of navy yard, 


Washington. 


Mid. Edward Mullony, West India squadron. 
Gunner J. Carpenter, detached from receiving ship at 


| Boston, and leave 2 months. 











Vaval Intelligence. 





OFFICERS OF NAVY YARDS, STATIONS, &c. 


BOSTON, FEB. 1, 1840. 


NAVY YARD. 
Commodore John Downes, commandant. 
Commander Joel Abbot. 
Lieutenants John Bubier, Robert Handy. 
Surgeon John F Brooke. 
Assistant Surgeon John O’C. Barclay. 
Purser John N. Todd. 
Chaplain Addison Searle. 
Master Samuel C. Hixon. 
Naval Constructor Josiah Barker. 
Naval Storekeeper George Bates. 
Professor of Mathematics Duncan Bradford. 
Purser’s Clerk William Wyman. 
Gunner John R. Covington. 
Carpenter Alonzo Jones. 
Sailmaker John G. Gallagher. 


ORDINARY. 
Lieuts. Wm. S. Walker, H. Bruce, Benj. J. Totten. 
Master Robert Knox. 
Boatswain William Hart. 
Gunner William Brown. 
Carpenter John A. Dickason. 


RECEIVING SHIP COLUMBUS, 74. 

Captain George Washington Storer, 

Lieuts. A. J. Dallas, J. B. Hall, E. 8, Johnson, T. 
A. Hunt, Charles Heywood. 

Master John Robinson, 

Passed Midshipmen E. C. Bowers, T. B. Barrett, 
John S. Patterson, Edward S. Hutter. 

Captain’s clerk Samuel Storer. 

Boatswain Henry Edgar. 

Gunner Jacob Carpenter. 


MARINE GUARD. 
Bvt. Lieut. Col. William H. Freeman, commanding. 
Ist Lieuts. Alvin Edson, A. Q. M., Jacob Zeilin. 
2d Lieuts. F. B. McNeill, J. R. Wilson. 


HOSPITAL. 
Surgeon Thomas B. Salter. 


RENDEZVOUS. 
Commander James Armstrong. 
Lieuts. Jacob Crowninshield, Thomas O. Selfridge. 
Surgeon Robert J. Dodd. 
Passed Midshipman John P. Parker. 











sent themselves for examination. 


Navy Agent Leonard Jarvis, 
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U. S. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED. 
West Ixpia squapron.—The U. S. sloop of war Onta- 
rio arrived here on Thursday last. The O. sailed from 
Pensacola Dec. 18th, arrived at Vera Cruz 28th; sailed 
for Tampico 14th Jan, arrived 24th; sailed for Mata- 
moras and Pensacola on the 25th. We are indebted to 
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| manded by Col. Marinus Willet, from whom he received 
‘numerous testimonials of good conduct. In March, 
1785, he removed with his family from Dutchess county, 
to this town, where he continued to reside up to the 
time of his death. He commanded the first company of 
‘militia organized in this town, and during the war of 


t 


the politeness of Capt. J. D. Williamson for a file of. 1812 was at the head of a company of “Silver Greys,” 


Tampico papers to the 22d ult. They contain nothing 
relative to the fall of Matamoras into the hands of the 
Federalists. 

List of officers of the Ontario: 

J.D. Williamson, Esq , commander; Lieutenants, 
Ebenezer Farrand, Wm. E. Hunt, Wm. J. H. Robert-| 


| which were organized and ready to turn out in defence 
,of the country at a moment’s warning. He was for 
many years a Judge of the county court; was twice 
| elected to represent this county in the State Legislature, 
|and was for 56 years a devoted and consistent member 


; 


of the Baptist Church.— Plattsburgh Whig. 


son, John B. Marchand; Acting Master, J. R. Forbes;, On the 5th instant, at his late residence in Avon, 

Surgeon, A. G. Gambrill; 4ss’t Surgeon, R. B. Ban- | Livingston, co., N.Y., Mr. CLEMENT BISHOP, aged 

nister; Purser, J. Bryan; Passed Midshipman, Wm. 92 years. 

M. Adams; Midshipmen, Duer, Clitz, Jamesson, Beau-| Mr. Bissor had command of a company of minute 

mont, Edwards, and Bryson.— Pensacola Gaz., Feb. 8.' men at the time New London was burnt. His wife, 
Brazit squapron.—A letter from Montevideo, under with whom he has lived for 70 years, survives him, and 

date of 26th December, says: ‘‘ The varioloid on board is now 90 years of age. 

the U. S. ship Independence has entirely subsided, and _In the town of Esopus, N. Y., on the 9th instant, Mr. 


the ship’s company are now all in fine health.” 

Exptorine Exrevrtion.—A letter ( post marked Ed- 
gartown, Martha’s Vineyard, Mass., Feb. 15,) was re- 
ceived here yesterday from the Expedition, dated T'a- 
hiti, Oct. 7, 1839. It was expected that the squadron 
would sail the next day, and after Ps ay Organ fora 
few weeks, make another trip to the South Pole —WVew 
Haven Herald. 

New L.onvon, Feb 25.—Arrived, U. S. Cutter Wol- 
cott, Mather, from a cruise of 14 days on the coast and | 
in Long Island Sound; last from Bridgeport, where the | 
Wolcott went to ascertain, if possible, the place where , 
the Lexington sunk. The W. has cruised along the | 
L. {. shore and could not find any thing attached to the 
ill-fated boat. 

Capt. Mather reports that the light-boat stationed on | 
Stratford shoal has gone from her moorings. 

The U. S. cutter Woodbury, at New Orleans, left 
‘Tampico on the 18th ult. The U. S. sloop of war On- 
tario had arived from Vera Cruz, but no news was giv- 
en by her. She sailed the next day for Pensacola 

Cutter Washington, Lt. Com’dt. Frazer, at Norfolk, 
Feb. 15; arrived at New York on Sunday last, from a 
cruise of 57 days on the coast. 

Cutter Van Buren, Capt. » arrived at Balti- | 
more, on Sunday last, from a cruise. 


| 
| 








TO MARINERS. 





JOHN VELIE, about 80 years of age. 


| In Mansfield, Mass., 20th ult., Lieutenant MASON 
| COBB, 84. 28th, Mr. BENJAMIN COBB, 87. 4th 
instant, Capt. JOHN COBB, 82;—all three brothers, 
‘and revolutionary pensioners, leaving, still living, four 
other brothers, the youngest of whom is over 70 years 
,of age. The united ages of all seven amount to 550 
| years, 9 months and 17 days, the average of which is 
78 years and S8months. Their father, Benjamin Cobb, 
died in 1811, aged 82 years, and their mother died in 
1828, in the 99th year of her age; a rare instance of 
family longevity ! 

In Ausable, Essex county, N. ¥Y , on the 2d instant, 
STEPHEN TAYLOR, aged 75 years. 


At Canton, St. Law, N. Y., on the Sth of Jan. last, 
JOHN FULLER, a soldier of the continental line of 
the army of the revolution. The last of these time- 
honored men are fast Jeaving us. In a few short years 
not a living link will be left to connect the present gene- 
ration with the men of 76. 


In Esopus, N. ¥., on the 18th January; at the resi- 
dence of his son, Mr. ABRAHAM PALMATIER, sen., 
in the 85th year of his age—a non-commissioned officer 
in the army of Gen. Gates at the battle of Saratoga and 
surrender of Burgoyne, in 1777. 


At the residence of his son, (George H. Kennerly, 
Esq., Jefferson Barracks, Mo.) on the evening of Mon- 


‘day, Feb. 3, of a short illness, Mr. SAMUEL KEN- 





Cusrom-nouse, New Yous, Feb, 20, 1840. | NERLY, late of Botetourt county, Va., in his 86th year. 

‘The undersigned has caused to be placed on the S. E.| The deceased was born in Augusta county, Va., in 
art of the ruins of Flyn’s Knoll, a black Spar Buoy, in’ 1755 ; and though a boy when the war coinmenced, 
three fathoms water, bearing north from Sandy Hook which secured to our country its freedom, he joined the 


ight-house. 
essels from sea, going up ship channel, must leave 
it on the starboard hand, and those bound through the 
Swash Channel, on the larboard hana. | 
J. HOYT, Collector. 

The floating Light Vessel lately driven from her 
moorings by the ice, has been re-moored at her station 
near Bartlett’s Reef, in Long Island Sound. 








DEATHS. | 


| 


























At Staten Island, New York, on the 16th instant, 
with dropsy in the head, Joun Cuamr, aged 18 months, | 
only child of Lieut. Joun C. Carrer, of the U.S. navy. | 

At Burlington, N. J., on the 22d inst., Capt. DAVID | 
DEACON, of the U.S. navy, after an illness of six | 
weeks. 

At the oye! ard, Washington, on the 22d instant, 
DAVID EA ON , senior Boatswain of the U.S. navy, 
in the 61st year of his age. 


REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS ann PATRIOTS. 
In Plattsburgh, N. Y., on the 16th Feb , Hon. KIN- 
NER NEWCOMB, in the 84th year of his age. 
Judge Newcomb entered the revolutionary army at 
the age of seventeen, and served during the whole of 
the war, and most of that time in the regiment com- 








line of the American army, and fought under its stan- 
dard until victory crowned the triumph of our flag. 








E. OWEN & Co., 
MILITARY AND NAVAL MERCHANT TAILORS, 
NEAR FULLER’S HOTEL, PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 


EG leave to inform their patrons of the Army and Navy, 

that they have made arrangements to receive, direct from 
London, gold and silver Epaulets, Embroidery, gold and sil 
ver Lace, and all the articies necessary for the equipment of offi- 
cers fur either service, of a very superior quality. 

To the officers of the Corps of Topographical Engineers, they 
would respectfully state that xd have at length succeeded in 
procuring complete sets of English embroidery for their Corps, 
the quality of which has been acknowledged by gent!emen of the 
Corps of unquestionable taste and judgment, to be the richest and 
rarest workmanship of the kind ever offered to the public. 

Sept. 26— 





PERIODICALS. 


Tuomas R. Hampton, of the 3d Auditor’s Office, is 
Agent for the Knickerbocker, Lady’s Book, Lady’s 
Companion, New World, Southern Literary Messen- 
ger, Democratic Review, Medico-Chirurgical Review, 
Boston ge vn — Journal, besides nearly 
every other Medical, Li , and Religious periodi- 
cal extant. Orders cabot to him, ae sul, will 
meet prompt attention. Jan. 30.— 























